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Newest  26  missionaries  commissioned 


LANSING,  Mich.  (BP)  — 
To  rousing  applause  from 
Michigan's  largest  Southern 
Baptist  gathering  ever,  the 
SBC's  26  newest  interna¬ 
tional  missionaries  shared 
stories  of  their  calls,  includ¬ 
ing  testimonies  of  dramatic 
overseas  adventures  that 
etched  into  their  hearts  love 
and  concern  for  those  dying 
daily  without  Christ. 

"I  came  to  America  19 
years  ago  to  escape  the 
oppression  of  communism  in 
Laos,"  said  Dena  McAnally, 
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"My  faith  has  cost  me  my  university  stud 

family,"  she  said.  "But  Goa  RETURNING  TO  UKRAINE  --  While  serving  as  a  two-year  missionary  in  "For  75  years 
has  done  so  much  for  me  Ukraine,  Beth  Wilson  (right)  saw  people  hungry  for  something  to  believe  in.  ment  told  the 
that  I  want  to  take  this  mes-  That  experience  convinced  her  God  was  calling  her  back  to  Ukraine  as  a  career  there  is  no  Go 
sage  of  hope  and  salvation  to  missionary.  Wilson  was  among  26  new  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  appoint-  "Now  they  havi 
people  who  have  never  ed  by  the  international  Mission  Board  (IMB)  and  congratulated  by  IMB  president  to  openly  worsl 


heard  of  him.  This  is  the  least  Jerry  Rankin  (left)  March  23  in  Lansing,  Mich.  (BP  photo  by  Sandy  King) 

I  can  do  for  Jesus,  my  Lord."  — — — - 

Another  couple,  whose  knew  God  had  called  me  to  responded  to  the  invitation  t< 
names  cannot  be  released  invest  my  life  among  the  malce  a  commitment  to  mis 
because  they  are  going  to  a  part  unreached  peoples  of  World  A.  sions.  It  was  one  of  the  larges 
of  the  world  sometimes  hostile  "He  asked  me  to  give  him  my  responses  ever  to  an  invitatioi 
to  missionaries,  told  about  own  plans  and  dreams,  and  I  at  a  commissioning  sendee, 

being  English  teachers  in  East  praise  God  that  now  his  dreams  Appointee  Jim  Black  o 

Asia  for  12  years  and  how  that  nave  become  my  deepest  desires  Emporia^  Kan.,  told  abou 
influenced  their  call  today.  as  we  go  to  serve  in  Central  and  attending  a  Buddhist  funera 

"When  I  first  arrived  I  didn't  Southern  Asia,"  she  said.  service  for  a  college  student  ii 

understand  the  culture,"  she  During  the  International  Bangkok,  where  a  non-Christiar 
said.  "I  couldn't  speak  the  lan-  Mission  Board's  (IMB)  commis-  student  asked  him,  "What  wil 

guage  or  even  read  a  street  sioning  service  March  23  in  happen  to  my  friend  now?" 

sign.  But  in  my  heart  I  knew  I  Lansing's  Holiday  Inn-South  "I  wanted  to  tell  him  every 
was  home'  That  was  when  I  Convention  Center,  40  people  thine  would  be  OK,  but  inside 
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Record 


Bible  distribution  begins 


Richard  D.  Land  is  installed  as  the  fifth  executive  director  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Christian  Life  Commission.  Land  was  challenged  by  SBC 
president  Jerry  Vines,  and  by  theologian /author  Carl  F.  H.  Henry  to  link 
faith  with  action,  words  VN^th  deeds,  and  example  with  leadership. 


WMU  sets  FOCUS 


Completion  is  nearing  for  the  construction  of  a  35'  by  82'  swimming 
pool,  with  an  additional  20'  by  30’  shallow  area  for  younger  swimmers,  at 
Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat  in  Attala  County,  according  to  Levon  Moore, 
of  Kosciusko,  chairman  of  the  development  committee. 


Directions 


C.  Penrose  St.  Amant,  professor  of  church  history  and  theology  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary,  will  lead  in  revival  services  at  Second  Church, 
Kosciusko,  during  the  week  of  April  17.  M.  H.  Fields,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Slidell,  La.,  will  lead  music.  D.  S.  Homan  is  pastor. 
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'  The  tragedy  of  Kosovo  is  another  graph-  tape,  he  wal 
ic  reminder  of  why  we  should  be  about  the  or  wajer  to 
important  business  of  bringing  Mississippi  border  cross 
and  the  w  orld  to  Jesus  —  and  do  we  need  Asked  by 
any  further  reminders  that  the  hour  is  late  such  great  r 
and  the  harvest  is  great?  show  my  gi 

Another  Easter  weekend  news  clip  grandson,  vv 
from  another  border  crossing  related  the  The  tragii 
story  of  the  Kosovar  man  who  put  his  life  tions  yet  ur 
on  the  line  to  stay  behind  and  videotape  the  greatest 
w  hat  he  said  was  the  Serbian  plunder  of  his  death  a 
his  v  illage.and  the  massacre  of  all  the  men  and  please  li 
of  the  village.  him,  we  wil 
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throjjgh  which  he  had  reached 
safety.  By  the  providence  of  God 
and  the  kindness  of  a  stranger  w  ith 
an  already-overloaded  car,  one 
family  among  thousands  had  been 
reunited. 

Unable  to  speak  a  single  word, 
their  emotional  wails  of  joy/grief  were 
unforgettable.  They  had  lost  every  material 
possession  they  ever  owned  and  had  rib 
idea  from  whence  their  next  meal  would 
come,  but  they  were  a  family  again  and  for 
a  moment,  that  w'as  all  that  really  mattered. 

As  the  death  and  resurrection  of  the 
Prince  of  Peace  was  observed  last  weekend 
around  the  world,  there  w'as  no  peace  in 
Kosovo.  Hatred  grew,  innocent  people 
died,  a  war  was  prosecuted,  and  a  tired 
planet  groaned  once  again. 

Oh,  now  the  world  needs  to  know  Jesus. 

If  the  world  knew  Jesus,  there  would  be 
no  such  phrase  as  "ethnic  cleansin 
world  knew  Jesus,  children  wou 
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going  hungry  in  muddy,  disease-ridden 


Th  her  new  book,  For  the 

A  Time  Being,  Annie  Dillard 
describes  a  medical  text  book. 
Smith's  Recognizable  Patterns 
of  Human  Malformation,  fourth 
edition,  by  Kenneth  Lyons 
Jones,  a  professor  of  pediatrics 
at  U.  of  Cal.,  San  Diego. 

She  does  not  recommend  it 
for  casual  reading.  With  vivid 
photographs,  it  depicts  the  many 
variations  in  the  human  order  — 
such  as,  the  bird-headed  dwarf. 

Pictured  are  a  brother  and 
sister,  six  and  three  years  of  age 
respectively,  who  have  dis¬ 
placed  hips,  only  eleven  pairs 
of  ribs,  bent  legs,  and  if  they 
live  to  adulthood,  will  be  no 
more  than  about  three  feet 
high.  At  ages  six  and  three, 
their  mother  could  easily  carry 
them  around  in  a  bread  basket. 

Theyare  pleasant  and  friend¬ 
ly  but,  the  manual  says,  easily 
distracted  because  of  mild  retar¬ 
dation.  They  are  pictured  wide- 
eyed  and  naked.  They  can  give 
arid  receive  love,  which  surely 
the\  do.  They  have  souls. 

There  is  no  known  reason  for 
llii'>  genet iv  disorder,  or  for 
main  otheis.  A  chromosome 
crosses  or  D\A  transmutes 
spontaneously,  and  a  I  lurler 
syndrome  child  is  born. 

These  babies  look  normal, 


A  Pastor's  Perspective: 

Bi f  Carl  M.  White ,  Associate  Editor 
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but  the  text  says  they  have  an 
average  IQ  of  30.  They  are 
described  as  placid,  lovable. 
Then  the  cold  words:  "death 
usually  occurs  in  childhood." 

The  Jewish  Talmud  has  a  spe¬ 
cific  blessing  to  be  said  at  the 
birth  of  a  deformed  child.  All 
Talmud  blessings  begin.  Blessed 
art  tliou,  O  Lord,  our  Cod.  Kmy  of 
jjjc  Universe ... 

Then  the  blessing  adds  the 
words. . .  who  changes  the  emitting. 

One  of  the  truly  fascinating 
aspects  of  Judaism  is  a  willing¬ 
ness  to  confront  life  as  it  is.  The 
forming  of  a  new  life  in  that 
secret  place  behind  a  mother's 
heart  is  a  mvsterious  partner¬ 
ship  between  a  man,  a  woman, 
and  God. 

Vet,  the  old  Rabbis  were  not 
afraid  to  look  life's  unexpected 
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First  Bible  distribution  project  a  success 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


"It  is  part  of  our  90th 
anniversary  celebration,"  said 
LaRue  Stephens,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Long  Beach. 

"Our  90th  anniversary  com¬ 
mittee  said  they  didn't  want  to 
just  focus  on  the  past," 
Stephens  indicated.  "We've  had 
90  great  years,  but  we  think  the 
next  90  will  be  even  better." 

Under  the  campaign  theme, 
"To  Long  Beach  with  Love,"  the 
church  placed  a  bag  with  a 
CJ2000  New  Testament,  a 
CJ2000  tract,  a  Home  Life  or 
Focus  on  the  Family  magazine, 
a  brochure  on  the  church,  and 
an  invitation  to  a  .new  earlv 
worship  service  starting  May 
2nd,  Stephens  said. 

"There  are  5200  dwellings  in 
Long  Beach.  We  ordered  5200 
Bibles  and  material,"  Stephens 
said. 

"We  divided  the  city  by  vot¬ 
ing  precinct,"  said"  David 
Bethea,  Sunday  School  director. 
"Individuals  and  groups  in  the 
church  then  took  different 
streets  in  each  precinct." 

Bethea  said  all  but  18  of  the 
1 10  different  routes  were  taken. 
The  deacons  are  planning  to 
cover  the  untaken  routes, 
according  to  Jeff  Andrews,  dea- 

Wcon  chairman. 

Brenda  Davis, 
minister  of  educa¬ 
tion,  said  the  scrip- 
'  1 ture  distribution 

)  project  was 

w  i  planned  by  the 
W)  church  evangelism 

J/  committee. 

Pr^y  "On  Wednesday 

B ,  I*  evening  we  had 

;|  over  100  people, 

I '  If  mostly  senior 

I  adults,  stuffing 


this  project,"  Davis  said.  "They 
have  been  chomping  at  the  bit." 

The  first  through  fifth  grade 
Sunday  School  department 
took  seven  streets  and  will  do 
their  distribution  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  she  said. 


On  the  weekend  of  March  October  of  this  year  in  conjunc- 
26th,  people  in  Long  Beach  tion  with  the  Margaret  Lackey 
found  bags  hanging  on  their  Offering  for  State  Missions 
doors  containing  Scripture,  a  emphasis,"  Adkins  said, 
witnessing  tract,  a  Christian  "However,  we  want  churches 
family  magazine,  and  an  invita-  to  do  this  any  time  they  feel  led 
tion  to  worship  at  a  local  to,"  he  added. 

Mississippi  Baptist  church.  CJ2000  New  Testaments  are 

First  Church,  Long  Beach,  is  available  now,  according  to 
netting  the  example  for  Adkins.  "Material  and  order 
Mississippi  Baptists  during  blanks  are  being  mailed  to 
Celebrate  Jesus  2000,  according  every  director  of  missions 
to  S.  A.  "Sonny"  Adkins,  evan-  (DOM)  in  the  state  the  week 
gelism  director  for  the  after  Easter.  Churches  can  give 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  an  order  for  Bibles  to  their 
Board  (MBCB).  DOM.  We  need  10  days  to  two 

"We  praise  God  for  what  weeks  after  we  receive  the 
First  Church,  Long  Beach,  is  order  for  them  to  be  drop¬ 
doing.  They  are  like  a  guide,  an  shipped  from  Nashville," 
encourager,  to  other  Missis-  Adkins  said, 
sippi  Baptist  churches  to  buy  Scriptures  are  provided  free 
into  the  scripture  distribution  of  charge  by  MBCB  to  churches 

nect,"  Adkins  said.  willing  to  plan  a  Scripture  dis- 

ible  distribution  is  one  of  tribution  in  their  community, 
the  emphases  of  Celebrate  However,  Adkiqs  indicated 
Jesus  2000  (CJ2000),  an  inten-  that  churches  Wbo^hoose  to  do 
sive  nationwide  strategy  to  so  can  pay  me  65vec(nts  per 
intentionally  pray  for,  and  Bible  replacement  cost.  \ 

share  Christ  with,  ev  ery  The  Scripture  distribution  at 
unsaved  person  in  American  First  Church,  Long  Beach,  did 
by  the  end  of  the  year  2000,  not  originate  as  a  pilot  project 
according  to  Adkins.  for  the  state. 


DISTRIBUTING  SCRIPTURE 
—  Billy  Skelly.  an  alderman  for 
the  C  ity  of  l  ong  Beach  and  a 
deacon  at  First  Church,  l  ong 
Beach,  hangs  a  distribution 
bag  at  a  Long  Beach  home  as 
part  of  the  church's  city  wide 
Scripture  distribution  project. 
(Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 
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MAKING  PLANS  —  Looking  over  plans  for  ther 
at  First  Church,  Long  Beach,  are  (from  left)  Brenrla 
Pete  Meese,  chairman  of  the  evangelism  committc 
man;  and  church  members  Al  Landner  and  Walt  Ga< 


Miss.  CP  gets  March  boost  !  SBC  CP  shows  increase. 


Mississippi  Baptists  gave  $2,327,478  through  the  Cooper  at:  v . 
Program  in  Marcn,  according  to  Jim  Futral,  executive  director- 
treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  which 
disburses  the  funds. 

The  March  amount  is  $408,854  more  than  that  received  in 
March  1998. 

Total  giving  for  1999  is  $7,207,185.  This  amount  is  $885,349, 
or  14%,  more  man  that  given  during  the  same  period  of  1998. 

Giving  thus  far  in  1999  is  $555,213,  or  8.35%,  more  than  the 
pro  rata  budget  of  $6,651,973. 

The  pro  rata  budget  is  figured  by  taking  the  total  1999 
Cooperative  Program  budget  of  $26,607,890,  dividing  b 
months,  and  multip’  L  '* 

The  Cooperative 
April  Bible  Drills,  v 
and  cherish  the  Bible;  the  Miss, 
sponsored  Father/Daughter  Overnight,  April  23-24,  at  Camp 
Garaywa  in  Clinton;  and  the  "Keeping  Your  Church  Out  of 
Court"  conferences  on  April  22  and  23  in  Gulfport  and 
Brookhaven,  respectively. 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  Cooperative  Program  (CP)  receipt-,  for  March  were  up 
mere  than  2.5%  and  the  fiscal  year's  total  nearly  5%  compared 
to  last  year,  according  to  Morris  H.  Chapman,  president  and 
chief  executive  officer  of  the  SBC  Executive  Committee. 

For  March  1999,  CP  receipts  totaled  $13,056,386  compared  to 
March  1998  of  $12,731,017,  an  increase  of  $325,368  or  2.56%.  For 
the  SBC  fiscal  year,  after  six  months,  CP  gifts  totaled  $83,257,241 
compared  to  tne  previous  year's  total  of  $79,337,984,  an  increase 
of  $3,919,257  or  4.94%. 

Designated  gifts  for  the  month  of  March  were  $21,766,337 
compared  to  the  same  month  in  1998  of  $17,986,91 7,  an  increase 
of  $3,779,420  or  21.01%.  For  the  year  to  date,  designated  gifts 
total  $94,791,111  compared  to  the  previous  year  of  $95,286,159, 
a  decrease  of  $495,048  or  .52%. 

The  SBC  Cooperative  Program  total  includes  receipts  from 
individuals,  churches,  state  conventions,  and  fellowships  for 
distribution  according  to  the  1998-99  Cooperative  Program 
Allocation  Budget  approved  by  messengers  to  the  1998  SBC 
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annual  meeting  m  Sait  Lake  City. 
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"We  really  are  a  team,"  Burns  said. 
"When  1  loot  at  you  and  at  what  the  Lord 
is  doing  in  Miss.,  it  is  apparent  that  there  is 

- .a  fresh  wind  blowing 

p  Qf-n-tp  across  the  state.  I  am 

u  excited  to  be  apart  of 

rr  what  God  is  doing." 

StUTl  At  each  F.O.C. 

JJ  meeting  narticip 

i  ^  are  askea  to  resp 


Associate  Editor 


"We  want  to  hear  from  you,"  Kay  nity,  including  nightly 
Cassibry,  Woman's  Missionary  Union  revival  services  and  1  / 
(WMU)  executive  director  since  Sept.  1998,  Bible  clubs, 
told  a  group  of  around  35  WMU  leaders  Robin  Keels,  a 
and  pastors  at  Pearl  River  Association  at  native  of  South 
the  sixth  F.O.C. U.S.  meeting.  Carolina,  comes  to 

F.O.C. U.S.  stands  for  Friends,  Mississippi  by  way  of 
Opportunities,  Centering  on  Christ,  Illinois.  Sne  serves  as 
Understanding,  and  Sharing.  With  almost  C.A/ Acteen/Camp 
an  entirely  new  staff  joining  the  state  consultant. 

WMU  since  January,  these  meetings  were  "God  called  me 
set  up  across  the  state  to  introduce  the  staff  into  missions  as  an 
and  to  facilitate  discussions  about  the  Actpen,"  Keels  said, 
future  direction  of  W'MU  in  Mississippi,  She  later  served  as  a 
according  to  Cassibry.  camp  worker,  then  as 

Eight  more  F.O.C. U.S.  meetings  are  a  camp  director.  Keels 
planned  in  the  state  (see  the  box  on  this  said  she  is  looking 
page  for  schedule).  forward  to  her  first 

^ About  a  year  ago  I  was  the  executive  year  at  Camp 
director  in  Louisiana,"  Cassibry  said.  "I  Garavwa. 

had  things  up  and  going  when  this  call  Debbie  Sills  is 
came  from  the  (Miss.)  search  committee  Missions  Friends  and 
chairman. wanting  to  know  if  1  would  sub-  Communications 
mit  aresume.  consultant.  A  Georg 

"God  and  1  argued  about  it.  I  called  all  called  to  foreign  missi 
my  prayer  warriors,  and  God  won.  I  am  After  finishing  Soutl 
here  to  stay,  as  long  as  God  will  leave  me  where  she  met  her  hu 
here,"  she  said.  native,  she  moved  to 

Tammy  Anderson,  from  Mobile,  Ala.,  u  orked  as  advertising 
has  been  on  the  Miss.  WMU  staff  since  Baptist  Record. 

Nov  .  1997.  "1  was  content  with 

"Last  year,  I  was  Acteens  consultant.  This  abilities.  I  didn't  want 
year  1  have  been  given  the  assignment  of  my  comfort  zone,  but 
working  with  college  students,  co-ed  mis-  else  in  mind,"  Sills  sau 
sions,  and  special  projects,"  Anderson  said.  Kathv  Burns  comes 
One  of  the  special  projects  on  Anderson's  ing  in  the  National  Wf 
agenda  includes  the  WMU/ Habitat  for  She  is  Women  on  Mis 
Flumanity  project  to  build  two  homes  in  Ministry  consultant. 


JJ  meeting  participants 

1 2  are  asked  to  respond 

r  .1  to  five  questions: 

Calhoun,  10  a.m.  L  wlat  are  your 

'He,  '  P  m-  thoughts  and  feelings 

1 9  about  WMU? 

lian,  1 0  a.m.  Possibilities  priorities, 

)n,  7  p.m.  audios,  hiture? 

f  2.  What  must  our 

22  purpose/focus  be  in 

•la,  10  a.m.  order  to  be  viable  for 

ollton,  7  p.m.  the  next  five  years? 

3.  What  are  some 
3  of  the  things  through 

City,  10  a.m.  the  years  that  have 

>n,  7  p.m.  worked  and  have 

not  worked?  What 
■■^■^^^“■■^^"■changes  and/or 
improvements  would  you  suggest? 

4.  List  training  ideas/events/mission 
projects  that  will  equip  you  to  meet  the 
needs  of  people  in  your  area.  What 
resources  can  we  (your  state  WMU)  pro¬ 
vide  to  help  you  accomplish  your  ideas? 

5.  What  will  it  take  for  you  to  become  a 
more  effective  Great  Commission-driven 
Christian? 

For  information  about  WMU 
F.O.C. U.S.  meetings,  or  WMU  in  general, 
contact  the  state  WMU  office  at  P.  O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone 
(601)  292-3324,  or  toll-free  outside  of 


Cassibry 


Anderson 


Burns 


Dobbs  retires,  heads  for  missions  and  outdoors 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


>ars  before  coming  committee  chairman,  and  was  faithful  in  their  giving,  we  have 

Jan.  1,  1991.  in  his  second  MBCB  term  when  been  able  to  get  more  money 

ind  trust  the  Lord  Causey  called.  into  Christian  education  and 

p  opportunities  of  Gene's  calmness,  steadi-  missions.  The  board  (members) 
n  to  accept  interim  ness,  and  ability  to  work  with  have  also  permitted  sound 

hen  I’m  called,  and  people  served  him  well.  He  financial  practices  to  be  put 

considering  short-  never  disappointed  me;  he  was  into  effect,  he  said, 

lational  missions  outstanding  in  even  regard.  I  ♦  Covenant  of  Cooperation, 

s,  he  said.  hav  e  considered  him  a  conn-  inwhichtheagenciesandinsti- 

'  and  Betty  are  avid  selor  and  a  friend.  He's  a  tine  tutions  allied  with  the 

operators  —  and  person,"  Causey  said  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 

av  id  hunters.  The  MBCB  executiv  e  director  Jim  agreed  to  maintain  close  ties  to 
latching  all-terrain  Futral  commended  Dobbs  tor  the  state  body  by  sharing- 

friends  often  tease  his  years  of  service  to  appointment  of  trustees  and 

a  hich  one  bags  the  Mississippi  Baptists.  engaging  in  other  steps  to 

ive  each  year.  We  nave  ail  knov  n  people  build  trust. 

4  going  to  give  up  who  made  a  lot  of  noise  but  ♦  MBCB  restructuring  that 
e  enjoy  the  out-  had  little  substance.  Gene  provided  an  overlay  between 

hunting  is  an  Dobbs  is  a  substantive  person  interdepartmental  team  man- 

o  that  enjoyment,"  who  served  quietlv  When  it  agement  of  MBCB  projects  and 

comes  to  genuine  serv  ant  lead-  the  operations  of  individual 
d  they  also  intend  ership,  he  ranks  at  the  top  of  his  departments, 
iv  e  their  amateur  class."  Futral  said.  ♦  The  more  than  10,000 

s,  so  they  can  con-  In  a  wide-ranging  interview  Mississippi  Baptist  volunteers 
nvolv  ed  in  provid-  conducted  during  his  last  week  who  are  annually  involved  in 

nications  services  in  office,  Dobbs  reminisced  partnership  missions  projects, 

ississippi  Baptist  about  his  time  at  MBCB  and  Dobbs  hopes  MBCB  will  stay 

ef  Unit.  looked  to  the  future  of  Baptist  on  the  move  in  the  future, 

as  in  his  second  work  in  Mississippi.  "We  must  offer  the  best 

B  president  when  "There  is  no  way  you  can  available  training  and 
B  executive  direc-  fullv  understand  the  vastness  resources.  That  is  becoming 
sev  asked  him  to  and  complexity  of  the  board  especially  important  with  the 
na-in-command  at  until  you're  involved  in  it,"  influx  of  new  people  comirlg 
he  said.  into  Mississippi,  speaking  dif- 

known  Gene  Dobbs  refuses  to  take  credit  ferent  languages  and  having 
41  since  we  attend-  for  all  the  good  things  that  hap-  different  needsv 
u  College,"  Causey  pened  at  MBCB  during  his  time  "We  must  make  sure  we  stay 
pastor  was  needed  there,  but  he  does  describe  on  the  cutting  edge  of  informa- 
>n,  and  Mississippi  some  high  points  when  pressed  tion  and  delivery  systems  to 
already  placed  him  to  do  so:  meet  the  needs  of  these  people, 

positions."  ♦  Solid  financial  status  of  the  Change  will  be  coming  even 

had  previously  board.  "Because  Mississippi  more  rapidly  in  the  future,  and 
MBCB  executive  Baptist  churches  have  been  so  we  have  to  De  ready,"  he  said. 


Keels 


Gene  Dobbs  officially 
became  the  "former"  executive 
assistant  for  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board 
(MBCB)  when  he  retired  March 
31,  but  he  doesn't  intend  to  go 
home  and  rest  on  his  laurels. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  does¬ 
n't  know  exactlv  where  home  is 
going  to  be.  There's  the  house 
in  Clinton.  There's  the  250-acre 
farm  near  Ackerman.  There's 
the  pull  that  he  and  wife  Bet  tv 
feel  to  Philadelphia,  where  he 
pastured  at  First  Church  for 


Dobbs 


Fishers  of  Men  Trail  tourney  begins  season 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

MRCB  Communications  director 


Ordinarily,  the  pre-tournament  meeting  approached  by  people  I - 

and  meal  for  the  Mississippi  Division  is  who  wanted  to  help 
sponsored  by  the  Men's  Ministries  and  him  become  a  pro. 

Evangelism  Departments  of  the  "So,  with  the  full 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  knowledge  of  my  ** 

,  _  „  The  tournament  was  the  first  of  five  in  church,  deacons,  and  vi  ^ 

from  the  water  as  if  to  birth  new' clouds.  Mississippi  on  the  Fishers  of  Men  Trail.  personnel  committee, 

Within  an  hour  the  morning  sun  burns  Other  tourneys  include:  April  17  at  Ross  I  became  a  profession- 
off  the  last  bit  of  existing  cloud  cover  to  Barnett  Reservoir  near  Jackson;  May  13  at  al  fisherman,"  said  ! 
reveal  clear  blue  sky  above.  It's  only  March  Sardis  Lake  near  Sardis;  June  12  at  Phillips.  I  Jgg:  4#fe 

5,  but  you're  going  to  need  sun  block  to  Columbus;  and  the  state  championship  At  each  tourney, 

prevent  sunburn.  tourney  July  10  at  Lake  Ferguson  near  Phillips  said  he  has 

You  move  your  boat  toward  a  cove  and  Greenville.’  the  opportunity  to  tW 

see  a  doe  awaken  from  her  bed  by  the  lake  Tournament  director  Jim  Phillips  knows  share  tne  gospel. 

and  stroll  into  the  nearby  woods.  You  put  a  the  value  of  a  Christian-oriented  tourna-  Although  the  _  y 

skirted  tube  jig  on  your  10-lb  test  line  and  ment.  Phillips,  a  professional  bass  fisher-  Fishers  or  Men  Trail  ,  * 

make  your  first  cast.  man  for  two  years,  is  also  pastor  of  North  tourney  was  open  to  i  *• 

As  you  reel  in,  there's  a  strike.  Soon  Greenwood  Church,  Greenw'ood.  anyone,  all  the  win-  i  L 

your  partner  places  a  net  under  the  three-  In  December  1995,  Phillips  w'as  able  to  ners  were  Baptists.  j 
lb.  bass  that  will  go  toward  the  best  five  lead  a  Bible  study  w'hich  included  profes-  Lee  Wall  and  Ist-  m 

catches  for  the  day.  sional  fishermen  he'd  been  seeing  on  tele-  Tommy  Smith,  both  \  — « 

Conversation  with  your  partner  drifts  vision  for  years.  members  of  North  j  M 

toward  eternal  things,  like  his  relationship  Phillips  said  that  a  professional  fisher-  Greenw'ood  Church,  L  r 

with  Jesus  Christ.  man  can  be  on  the  road  for  35  w'eeks  a  year.  Greenwood,  w'on  first  Mk 

The  night  before,  you  and  about  25  other  Many  have  young  families  back  home,  place  at  Natchez  writh  R  X 

bass  fishermen  attended  a  banquet  where  They  are  lonely,  driving  straight  from  one  a  five-fish  aggregate  R 
the  first  speaker,  in  a  devotional  message,  tourney  to  the  next.  They  need  encourage-  wreight  of  15.56  lbs.  ijr 

made  the  analogy,  "You  are  the  bass.  Sin  is  ment  and  the  Word  of  God.  Second  place  team  ^ 

the  bait."  -  When  Phillips  answered  a  call  from  God  w’as  Kenny  Price  of  YR* 

Those  words  by  Bart  Walker,  pastor  of  to  preach,  he  had  been  a  tournament  fish-  Lumberton,  member 

Parkway  Church,  Natchez,  helped  kick  off  erman  for  several  years.  He  left  the  man-  of  Improve  Church,  ■ 

the  first  ever  Fishers  of  Men  Trail  Bass  agement  of  a  Jackson  sporting  goods  store  Improve;  and  Kelly  Norris  of  Hattiesburg, 
Tournament  in  Mississippi.  Fishers  of  Men  and  went  back  to  school  at  Mississippi  a  member  of  Mt.  Horeb  Church, 
is  a  national  Christian  organization  w'hich  College  in  Clinton.  Hattiesburg,  with  a  weight  of  15.29  lbs. 

encourages  the  Christian  walk  and  pro-  Before  he  got  to  New  Orleans  Seminary,  Bringing  in  the  lunker  (biggest)  fish  was 
motes  witnessing  among  the  participants.  he  had  sold  all  his  fishing  equipment,  Mike  Rice  of  Vidalia,  La,  a  member  of 

Parkw'ay  Church  pldyed  host  to  a  pre-  believing  that  was  what  God  wanted.  Parkway  Church,  Natchez.  His  bass 

tournament  supper  and  rally  on  Marcn  5,  Later,  "it  felt  as  if  God  had  given  me  per-  weighed  in  at  7.69  lbs.  All  fish  are  released 
the  evening  before  14  bass  boats  were  to  mission  to  start  fishing  again,"  said  back  into  the  lake  alive. 

Eut  into  the  waters  of  Natchez  State  Park  Phillips,  who  won  as  an  amateur  the  BASS  For  information  on  other  tournaments 
ake  on  Saturday.  Masters  (Bass  Anglers  Sportsman's  in  the  Fishers  of  Men  Trail,  contact  Phillips 

The  fishermen  were  joined  on  Friday  Society)  1997  tourney  at  Lake  Neelv  Henrv  at  615  Grand  Blvd.,  Greenwood,  MS  38930, 
evening  by  nearly  100  men  of  the  church  in  Gadsden,  Ala.  '  '  Telephone:  (601)  453-7818.  E-mail: 

who  were  putting  on  their  annual  wild  For  that  he  received  a  fully-rigged  Ranger  Fishmgpreacher@Flotmail.com. 
game  dinner.  bass  boat  and  trailer.  That  year  he  was 


Phillips 

James  Fancher, 
age  70,  dies 


lames  Parkes  Fancher  died 
April  3  at  his  home  in  Florence. 
Fancher  was 

I  lorn  on  |ul\  jU..  .  I 

29.  1928  m  - I 

Weir  and  i-wm  *  1 

grew  up  in  H  f^T;  '«  -  f 

Louisville.  yg||yFjj%  ,*M|j  | 

Funeral  ser- ■  f  '  k 

vices  wc'reBjY 
held  April  7 
.il  Ins  home 

church.  First  c  , 

Church.  Fancher 

Florence,  with  graveside  ser¬ 
vices  in  Louisville. 

A  graduate  of  Mississippi 
College,  Fancher  attended 
New  Orleans  Seminary  and 
transferred  to  Golden  Gate 
Seminary,  Mill  Valley,  Calif.,  to 
complete  his  seminary  degree. 

Churches  pastored  by 
Fancher  were  Mt.  Carmel, 
Edinburg;  Evergreen,  Louisville; 
New  Hope,  Foxworth;  Portola 
Church,  Portola,  Calif.; 
Flarperville,  Harperville;  Bay 
Springs,  Bay  Springs;  First, 
Florence;  and  First,  Aberdeen. 
He  was  also  employed  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  to  serve  as  associate  in 
the  Evangelism  Department. 

Survivors  include  his  wife 
Ewilda  Irenor  Fancher;  sons. 
Bob  of  New  York  City,  Frank  of 
Madison,  and  James  of  Bethany, 
Okla.;  and  five  grandchildren.. 

Memorials  may  be  made  to 
the  Camp  Garaywa  Building 
Fund  for  Patterson  Place,  a  new 
adult  lodge  owned  and  operat¬ 
ed  by  Mississippi  Woman's 
Missionary  Union,  Auxiliary  to 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention, 
P  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  Telephone  (601) 
292-3316,  or  toll-free  outside 
of  lackson  (800)  748-1651. 


Cooperative  Program 


changed  lives  in  your  own 
community.  *  — 

However,  Jesus  instructed 
us  to  have  a  balanced  mission 
that  will  include  "both/and." 

♦  Selftessness  for  the  sake 
of  the  whole.  At  the  death  of  a 
much  decorated  veteran,  the 
observation  was  made  that 
could  be  applied  to  thousands: 
he  was  willing  to  forego  his 
needs  and  personal  desires  for 
the  sake  of  the  whole. 

In  many  ways  sharing  our 
resources  through  the 
Cooperative  Program  is  a  con¬ 
stant  reminder,  as  well  as  an 
ongoing  participation,  in  the 
fact  that  we  are  not  just  here 
for  "me"  —  my  needs,  my  will, 
my  interests,  my  selfishness. 

Giving  to  the  Cooperative 
Program  shows  we  are  willing 
to  forego  some  of  those  things 
that  we  could  put  at  the  fore¬ 
front,  in  order  to  put  the  needs 
of  others  in  that  place. 

Why  would  any  person  sit¬ 
ting  in  a  pew  in  a  Baptist 
church  on  a  Sunday  be  willing 
to  give  his  or  her  monev,  chan¬ 
neling  it  to  countries  they  may 
never  visit,  to  people  they  may 
never  see,  to  share  the  Gospel 
in  a  language  they  may  never 
understand? 

The  answer.  1  believe  is  two¬ 
fold.  First,  Jesus'  love  in  our 
hearts  compels  us.  Second, 
when  you  think  about  it  long 
and  hard,  vou  realize*  that 
somebodv  did  that  for  vou! 


April  18  is  Cooperative 
Program  Day  across  our 
Convention.  It  is  a  good  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  think  about  this  inge¬ 
nious  method  of  funding  that 
has  enabled  Baptists  to  join 
together  to  strengthen  and 
lengthen  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

The  Cooperative  Program  is 
one  year  shy  of  being  75  years 
old.  Although  it  has  been 
around  for  three-quarters  of  a 
century  some  younger  people 
—  and  even  some  almost  as  old 
as  the  Cooperative  Program 
itself  —  do  not  know  what  it  is 
or  w  hat  it  does. 

At  times  we  talk  about  it  as 
though  it  is  only  money,  but  to 
view  it  in  that  way  would  be 
like  evaluating  a  college  educa¬ 
tion  as  only  expenses;  or  to  ana¬ 
lyze  having  a  baby  only  in 
terms  of  cost  factors;  or  to  look 
closely  at  an  arrangement  of 
beautiful,  long-stemmed  red 
roses  and  see  them  only  in 
terms  of  dollar  outlay. 

No,  thy  Cooperative 
Program  is  much,  much  more 
than  that.  It  is  a  program,  and  it 
is  a  program  of  cooperation, 
but  ultimately  it  is  a  program  of 
cooperating  to  reach  the  world 
for  Ch:  i-t. 

Three  phrases  help  describe 
this  great  endeavor: 

♦  It  is  through,  not  to.  Most 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches  on 
a  monthly  basis  send  a  check 


Jim  Futral.  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


that  goes  through  the 
Cooperative  Program. 

It  may  be  a  set  amount  or  a 
percentage  of  the  dollars  given 
in  the  local  church,  and  the 
funds  begin  their  journey 
through  this  glorious  program 
to  touch  lives  in  every  corner  of 
the  world. 

In  onl\  a  few  weeks,  parts  of 
that  check  will  be  involved  in 
evangelism,  Christian  educa¬ 
tion,  childcare,  and  church 
development. 

Part  of  that  check  will  be  on 
its  w  ay  into  every  state  beyond 
our  Mississippi  borders,  to 
mega  cities  and  rural  hamlets, 
to  places  vou  read  about  every 
dav,  and  to  other  places  we 
ma\  not  be  able  to  pronounce. 

Part  of  that  check,  through 
the  Southern  Baptist 
International  Mission  Board, 
will  be  destined  for  the  coun¬ 
tries  of  the  world  where  lan¬ 
guages  mav  be  strange,  customs 
ma\  be  odd,  and  conditions 
mav  be  difficult,  but  where 
Jesus  is  desperately  needed 


It  is  true  that  you  give 
"through"  the  Cooperative 
Program,  not  "to."\ 

♦  Both/and.  One-^pf  the 
blessed  and  creative  aspics  of 
the  Cooperative  Program  is 
that  it  enables  us  to  Lx*  faithful 
to  our  Lord's  commission  that 
we  be.  witnesses  in  Jerusalem, 
Judea,  Samaria,  and  unto  the 
uttermost  parts  of  the  world. 

We  al!  have  the  tendency  to 
want  to  have  our  own  person¬ 
al  endeavor  or  our  own  pri¬ 
vate  mission  interest.  It  may  be 
a  country,  or  it  mav  be  a  spe¬ 
cial  ministry.  V\e  tend  to  want 
to  give  all  of  our  attention  to 
that  one  particular  thing  that 
emotionally  grabs  us. 

That  can  be  good,  but  it  also 
can  be  to  the  grave  neglect  of 
other  needs  and  ministries. 

The  (.  ooperative  Program  is 
not  designed,  nor  does  anyone 
desire,  for  vou  to  simply 
ignore  vour  local  church,  or 
care  for  vour  pastor  and  staff 
or  fund  some  of  the  needed 
programs  that  will  result  in 


Tur  Baptist  Record 


You  Are 

Invited 


FAREWELL,  FRIEND 


WELL  SAID 


provide  the  right  kind  leadership 
that  gets  out  from  behind  the 
pulpit,  not  to  another  meeting, 
Dut  into  the  real  world  where  the 
hurting  find  dying  are  found. 

WWJD  (What  Would  jesus 
Do?)  may  seem  like  kids'  stuff. 
What  would  he  do?  Well,  we 
know  what  he  would  do  and 
it's  time  we  were  about  the 
Master's  business. 

.  God  bless  you  and  may  you 
continue  to  dream  dreams. 

Sid  Taylor 

Prison  Evang.  Outreach,  Inc. 

Pawleys  Island,  S.  C. 


Editor: 

Recently  1  learned  of  the 
death  of  a  dear  friend1  —  a 
woman  whose  life  epitomized 
the  word  "faithful." 

Mrs.  Lillian  Lowe,  an  active, 
loyal  member  of  First  Church, 
Houston,  sincerely  believed  it 
was  imperative  for  boys  and 
girls,  men  and  women  to  be 
concerned  about  missions.  So 
she  made  sure  that  they  were! 

For  many  years  I  delighted  in 
working  with  and  observing  Mrs. 
Lowe.  I  could  count  on  seeing  her 
at  state  and  associational  YVMU 
functions.  She  enjoyed  being  part 
of  Woman's  Missionary  Union 
because  her  heart  constantly  beat 
for  mission  causes. 

About  two  years  ago,  I  was 
privileged  to  participate  in  a 
’'Lillian  Lowe  Day’'  in  her 
home  church  at  Houston.  As 
several  people  spoke,  I  could 
not  hold  back  tears  of  admira¬ 
tion  and  appreciation  of  this 
"ordinary"  little  woman  who 
had  influenced  so  many  people 
toward  the  Lord  and  his  work. 

I  thank  God  for  Lillian  Lowe 
and  other  women  like  her  in 
Mississippi  —  women  whose 
lives  have  given  testimony  of 
their  sincere  desire  to  spread 
the  message  of  God's  love  to 
every  person  in  the  world. 

See  you  later  in  heaven,  dear 
friend,  and  we'll  continue  our 
discussion! 

Marjean  Patterson 

Clinton 


Editor:  exist  and  that  many  Christians 

Greetings  in  Jesus'  mighty  do  not  know  the  joy  of  this  expe- 
name!  Your  editorial  in  the  Feb.  rience.  What  a  shame. 

18  issue  of  The  Baptist  Record  We  give  toward  the  purchase 
was  superb!  It  sure  needed  to  of  a  new  caipet  for  the  church 
be  said  and  you  said  it  so  well.  parlor,  yet  millions  of  Christians 
For  far  too  long  we  have  kept  around  the  world  don't  have  a 
Jesus  inside  the  four  walls  of  shred  of  God's  Word, 
our  church  buildings.  He  is  not  I  have  pastored  four  SBC 
even  welcome  in  some.  Faith  churches.  We  preachers  need  to 
needs  to  be  demonstrated  even  re-examine  our  priorities  and 
in  a  sometimes  hostile  world.  what  it  is  we  ar^  preaching. 

When  I  think  of  the  pure  joy  We  like  to  blame  the  laity,  but 
and  satisfaction  I  feel  when  I  am  God  is  expecting  preachers  to 


announces  s 


a  member  of  the  law  school  fac¬ 
ulty  the 


Mississippi  College  (MC) 
President  Howell  Toad  recent¬ 
ly  announced  the  appointment 
of  two  senior  university 
administrators. 

Steven  Stanford,  dean  of  stu- 
dent  devel- 
^  ■  opment  and 
gRaj '  ;<■  enrol  I  m e n  t 

K  ■management 

at  Delta  State 
Hi  ^  J0-.I  University, 
I  will  succeed 
I  Van  Quick  as 
I  I  vice 

dent  for  stu- 
Stanford  dent  affairs. 

Quick  is 
retiring  this  year  after  39  years 
of  service  at  MC. 

Sid  Moller,  interim  dean  of 

the  MC  — ^ - 

School  of 
Law  and  pro-  W 
lessor  of  law, 

has  been  ■  V  I 

of  the  law 
school  sue- 
c  e  e  ding 
Richard  Hurt 

who  resigned  Ouick 

last  year  to 

take  a  senior  post  with  the 
American  Bar  Association. 

Stanford,  a  native  of  Yazoo 
City,  is  a  graduate  of  Clinton 
High  School  and  Delta  State 
University,  and  earned  the 
Ph.D.  from  Florida  State 
University. 

He  has  serv  ed  in  numerous 
roles  at  Delta  State  in  the 
Division  of  Student  Affairs 
since  1991,  and  he  had  a  variety 
of  assignments  in  student 
affairs  at  Florida  State  during 
his  doctoral  studies. 

Moller  has  been  a  member  of 
the  law  school  faculty  since 
1989,  and  he  served  for  three 
years  in  the  capacity  of  associ¬ 
ate  dean  at  the  law  school  from 
1993-96. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  Louisiana 
State  University  and  earned  his 


University  of 
Wyoming. 
He  practiced 
law  in 

Laramie, 
Wyo.,  and 
Denver, 
Colo.,  prior  to 
beginning  his 


School  of  Law. 
He  also  has  a 
master's 
degree  in 
industrial  and 
labor  relations 
from  Cornell 
University. 
Prior  to  going 
to  MC,  he  was 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  he  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  he  used. 


Moller 


education 


Each  c  orrespondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
tor  verification.  In  s per  ial  instances, 
name  may  lx-  n  ithheld  at  u  liter's 
request  and  irlitor  s  disi  relion. 


Please  include  the  name  ot  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  chuich 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


PASTOR  NEEDED 


to  visit  Baptist  College 
of  Healt  h  Sc  iences  and 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


find  out  more  about 


congregation  ot  approximately 
75  families  from  20  countries. 

The  congregation  is  composed 
of  approximately  equal  parts 
Englisn  speaking  permanent  resi¬ 
dents,  NATO  military  personnel, 
and  oil  industry  personnel.  The 
church  is  located  in  Stavanger, 
Norway,  which  is  on  the  west 
coast  of  southern  Norway. 

Our  church  is  affiliated  with 
the  European  Baptist  Convention 
(English  Language)  and  is  found¬ 
ed  on  the  principles  and  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  1963  Baptist  Faith 
and  Message. 

If  God  is  leading  you  to  pas¬ 
tor  in  an  international  setting, 
please  write 

William  P.  Dixon,  chairman 
Pastor  Search  Committee 
Lilieveien  11 
4022  Stavanger 
Norway 

e-mail :  wpd  i  xon@netpower.no 


careers  in 


Nursing 

Respiratory  Care 
Radiological  Sciences 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflec  t  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  he  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


Attend  our  Open  House 

Saturday.  April  1 7 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  corresfxm- 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printer I  to  that  effect. 


Refreshments  will 


Please  R.S.V.P.  to 
(901)227-4301 
(800)  796-7171 


O  BAPTIST. 


College  of  Health  Sciences 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 


1003  Monroe  •  Memphis.  Tennessee 


IO  learn  more,  visit 
our  weh  site  at 
tti://www  bin  hi  i  or 


Southeastern  Bus  Co 

Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 


Baptist  College  ot  Health  Sciences  accepts  students 
ot  any  race,  colot  and  national  or  ethic  origin 


O  <999  Baptist  Memorial  Health  Care 


The  Baptist  Record - 


Aprh.  8, 1999 


Matthew  1 0:27  NAS 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what  yyi>h£§r  whisp 


rour  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


April  8,  1999 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Office  of  Communication. 


Excel:  Mission  Trip  Training 
for  Youth  and  Leaders 


This  training  is  intended  to  train,  motivate, 
challenge  and  help  all  youth  and  their  leaders 
going  on  a  mission  trip  this  summer  make  the 
most  of  their  missions  opportunity 

April  30  -  May  1,  Camp  Garaywa 

5:30  p.m.  Friday  through  Saturday  3:00  p.m. 

Cost:  $26  each 

(includes  lodging,  meals  and  program) 

For  more  information  and  to  register,  contact: 

Tammy  Anderson,  WMU,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 
601-968-3800  or  800-748-1651 


1999  Legal  Issues  Area  Meetings 

‘k^epinir  your  church 

o,T  of  court” 


April  22  -  Gulf  Coast  Baptist  Association 
office,  Gulfport 

April  23  -  Central  BC,  Brookhaven 


Purpose:  To  provide  information  on  how  churches  can  carefully  con¬ 
duct  their  affairs  under  county,  state  and  national  laws  and  do  so  in  a 
manner  that  provides  some  legal  insulation  from  lawsuits. 

Target  Audience:  church  business  administrators,  church  staff,  per¬ 
sonnel  committee  members,  finance  committee  members,  church 
trustees,  legal  professionals  dealing  with  issues  concerning  liabilities  of 
churches  and  non-profit  organizations. 

Registration  Fee:  $10  per  conferee  (includes  lunch).  The  154-mige 
notebook  “Keeping  Your  Church  Out  of  Court"  will  be  available  for 
$25. 

Keynote  Speakers:  William  R.  Korb,  Jr.,  Sheila  L.  Korb,  Michael  V. 
Bourland,  all  attorneys  with  Bourland.  Smith.  Wall  &  Wenzel  law  firm 
in  Fort  Worth.  Texas,  and  general  counsel  to  Tarrant  Baptist 
Association.  Inc.,  and  trust  and  estate  counsel  to  Baylor  University: 
William  Townsend,  assistant  dean  of  the  Mississippi  College  School  of 
Law. 

For  more  information .  contact  Matt  Buckles,  96H-3B00  or  I-R(X)-74R-I65I 


'Freachin^  anl  'Worship  Conference 
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May  10-11,  1999 
Temple  Baptist  Church 
Hattiesburg 
“Preach  the  Word” 


Paul  Koonce 

Minister  of  Music.  Temple  Baptist  Church 

Dean  Register 

Pastor.  Temple  Baptist  Church 
President,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Brian  Harbour 

Richardson,  Tex. 

Pastor.  FBC.  Richardson 
Author.  Adjunct  Professor 
Convention  Bible  Speaker/Teacher 


Jerry  Songer 

Newnan.  Ga. 
Former  Pastor,  FBC.  Roswell,  Ga. 
Former  Pastor,  Central  Hills  BC 
Chattanooga.  Tenn. 
Conference/Seminar  Leader 


Hardy  Denham,  Retired  Director,  Church  Minister  Relations.  WCC 
Joe  Campbell,  Baptist  Pastor/Minister,  Wiggins.  Miss. 

«  a. 

Registration  Form 

Preaching  and  Worship  Conference 
Temple  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg  •  May  10-11,  1999 


Name 


Address 


Church 

Phone 


Asst 


%on 


e-ma  ddress 


Mail  to:  Church  Administration-Pastoral  Min.stries  Department,  PO  Box  530, 
Jackson.  MS  39205.  Please  pre-register  by  May  3,  1999,  so  that  adequate 
materials  can  be  provided. 


Choir 


Jackson 


Laurel 


Music 


Organist 


Pauline  Moore 
Kosciusko 


Ed  Sudduth 
McComb 


Dot  Pray 
MBCB 


Pianist 


June  McKee 
Clinton 


Irene  Martin 
Harperville 


Irene  Martin 
Harperville 


Gordon  Sansing,  Sr. 
Meridian 

May  17-19 


Marjean  Patterson 
Clinton 

May  24-28 


Grandparenting  Is  Not 
Like  It  Use  To  Be 


Talmadge  Smith 
Brookhaven 


Ronney  Joe  Webb 
_  Laurel 


Charles  Stubblefield 
Ecru 


Fred  Tarpley,  Sr. 
Madison 


Horace  Kerr 
Brandon 


Heaven,  Your  Real  Home 


Jim  Yates 


Barry  Worrell 
Grenada 


Prayer  Life 


Jan  Cossitt 
Clinton 


Clyde  Little 
Bay  Springs 


Jan  Halford 
Jackson 


Grief/Suffering 


Dennis  Daniels 
Jackson 


Farley  Earnest 
Brandon 


Frank  Bishop 
Seminary 


Joyful  Heart 


M.C. Johnson 
Clarksdale 


Mickey  Bounds 


Arlis  Nichols 
Enterprise 


Crafts 


James  &  Mattie  Ray 


HIS-tory  in  Hymns 


Irene  Martin 
Harperville 


Bob  Hatzfeld 
Greenwood 


Buddy  McElroy 
Meridian 


Second  Half  of 
Marriage 


Farrell  &  Joann 
Blankenship 
MBCB 


Mose  &  Kathleen 
Dangerfield 


James  &  Cissa 
Richardson 
Madison 


Leadership 


Dennis  Daniels 
Jackson 
(Wednesday) 


Farley  Earnest 
Brandon 


Dallas  Roscoe 
Tennessee 


Departure  |  Noon  |  Noon  |  10  a.m. 

Workshops  for  May  24-28 

Wednesday:  Women's  Ministry  -  Cissa  Richardson,  Madison,  Men’s  Ministry  -  Paul  Harrell,  MBCB 
Thursday:  Genealogy,  Grandparent  Brag  Bag,  Crafts,  Health  Issues,  Retirement/Estate  Management,  etc. 

Ice  Cream  Fellowships,  Seafood  Banquets,  Gifts,  Fun! 


Morning  Watch 


Conference 


Joe  Stovall,  Jr. 
Raymond 


May  20-22 


Two  great  music  camps  for  children 
who  have  finished  grades  4-6  by  June. 


BLUE  MOUNTAIN  COLLEGE 
JULV  26  -  JULY  30 


Conference  Clinician:  Kay  Payton 
Texas  state  music  specialist 
First  Baptist  Church 
Round  Rock,  Tex. 

Accommodates  1 35 
Cost  $100.00  each 


Sponsored  by  the  Church  Music  Department,  MBCB 
Call  968-3800  or  1-800-748-1 65 1  for  more  information 


GULFSHORE  BAPTIST  ASSEMBLY 
JUNE  29 -JULY  3 


Conference  Clinician:  Don  Odom 
Associate  professor  of  voice 
Florida  Baptist  Theological  College 
Graceville,  Fla. 

Accommodates  500 
Cost  $128.50  each 


Worship  Services 
Music  Classes 
Crafts 

Water  Games 

^  Concert  on  Final  Evening 
Spiritual  Emphasis  Classes 
Swimming 

^  Ping-Pong  Tournaments 
^  Many  Other  Fun  Activities 


Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  (228-452-7261)  (May  use  VISA  Card,  Starting  March  1,  1999) 

gistration  1:30  p.m.  |  May  17-19 _ I _ May  20-22  I  May  24-28 


J.  Garland  McKee 
Clinton 


First  Baptist  Church 
Jackson 


May  20-22 


Clifton  Perkins 
Clinton 


First  Baptist  Church 
Laurel 


May  24-28 


150 


J.  Ferris  Jordan 
Baton  Rouae 


North  Oxford  BC 
Oxford 


Allen  Harris 
Oxford 


Registration  1 :30  p.m. 


Preacher 


Equipping  Church  Leaders 
for  the  21st  Century 


Seminars  on  Total  Church  Growth  with  an 
emphasis  on  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry 


Seminars  on  Total  Church  Growth  with  an 
emphasis  on  Sunday  School 

'  Register  by  calling 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 
at  228-452-7261 

Plan  to  be  successful  this  year  by  equipping  your  church  leaders 


1 Ute 


Robin  Keels 
WMU 


(Camp  dates  May  25  -  July  23) 


University  of  Mississippi  9:30  - 11:30  a.m. 

Blue  Mountain  College  1 :30  -  3:00  p.m. 

NE  Mississippi  Community  College  4:00  -  6:00  p.m. 


Summer  Missions 
Resident  Camp  for 
ROYAL  AMBASSADORS 
AND 

CHALLENGERS 

June  14-18 
June  21-25 
June  28-July  2 
July  26-30 
July  12-16 
July  19-23 


-  1999 

Week 

JJg  at  Gulfshore 


"Developing  the  Family  Foundation" 

July  5-9 

Monday,  July  5,  1:30  p.m. -Registration 
Friday,  July  9,  10:00  a.m. -Dismiss 


Conferences 

Couples  and  Men/Women 
Scotty  and  Judy  Shows 
Bellevue,  Memphis 

Living  God's  Word 
Frank  Gunn 
Biloxi 

Single  Parenting 

Mini-Centrifuge 

Youth 

TeamKID 

Preschool  &  Children 

Music,  magic,  puppet  and  humor 
Jim  Chester 
Slidell,  La. 


•  Perspectives 

•  Bar-B-Que  Cook-Out 

•  One  Free  Day 
•  Night  Swimming 

•  Ice-cream  / 
Watermelon  Fellowship 


Special  Guests 
The  "Naturals" 
Mississippi  College 


“Becoming 
A  Friend  and  Lover 
Conference” 


With  Dick  Purnell 

President  of  Single  Life  Resources 


Registration  8:00  a.m. 
Conference  8:80  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 

>st:  $25  (includes  box  lunch)  before  April  11 

$50  (includes  box  lunch)  before  April  1 8 
$35  walk  in  (lunch  on  your  own) 


Call  Steve  Bublitz,  601-544-5444 


Mail  to:  Gulfihore  Baptist  Assembly,  100  First  Street 
Pass  Christian,  MS 39571.  (Visa  Card  is  accepted.) 

For  more  information  call 228-452-7261. 

Deposit:  $30  per  person  or  $60  per  family.  For  pastors  or  staff  and  their 
wives  -  for  every  three  paid  families,  get  one  adult's  expenses  free. 


Cost  Per  Person  -  Room/Meals/Reservation: 

"A”  Unit 

Adult  (12  years  and  up)  . $156.40  each 

Child  (2-1 1  years  old) . $  77.95  each 

Under  2  years  old . $  4.00  each 

"C"  Unit 

Adult  (18  years  and  up)  . $142.40  each 

Youth  (12  years  -  12th  grade)  ....$  76.90  each 

Child  (2-11  years  old) . $  44.45  each 

Under  2  years  old . $  4.00  each 


Lad  ft  Dad 
WEEKEND  GAMP 

June  25-26 
July  9-10 


SCHEDULE 

Please  choose  a  week  which  is 
free  of  schedule  conflicts.  Each 
camper  is  expected  to  remain 
at  CHBR  for  the  whole  camp 
session. 

For  more  information  contact  Central  Hills 
601-289-9730 


Registration  for  Family  Retreat 

Name  of  Adults _ 

Address _ _ 

Phone  _ _ _ 

Children’s  names/birthdays  _ 

Church  _ Association 


•  April  9-  April  22,  1 999 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904  •.  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-PRAY 


For  Slate  Young  Musicians 
Choral  Adjudication.  FBC, 
Clinton  (Church  Musici.  State 
Vacation  Bible  School  Clinic. 
Colonial  Hgts.  BC.  lackson 
(Sunday  School). 


For  State  Young  Musicians 
Choral  Festival,  Mississippi 
College  (Church  Music).  Pray 
for  the  Mississippi  Singing 
Churchmen  as  they  help  peo¬ 
ple  c-xpc-rience  Cod  through 
their  inspiring  performances. 


'Testimony  .About  '  F rayer  —  I  feci  that  prayer  is  the  \7ery  atmosphere 
of  if  our  Life  in  Christ  anb  shoulb  be  a  natural  practice  anb  experience  each 
N  t  if.  ' For  me.  Qob.  our  heavenly  'Father,  is  as  close  to  us  as  breathing 

Qloria  Qrogan.  'North  ^ American  ^Missionary 


For  State  Bible  Drills,  FBC, 
Tupelo/FBC,  Saltillo  (Discipleship 
A  Family  Ministry).  Tanzania  is 
going  through  a  major  drought 
and  this  is  causing  the  price  of 
toods  to  be  very  expensive.  Pray 
that  Cod  will  (end  rains  needed 
to  produce  a  harvest,  and  that  He 
will  use  this  desperate  situation  to 
draw  many  to  faith  in  Christ 


The  vast  majonty  of  Palestinian 
Aral*  have  never  heard  the  name 
of  lesus  as  the  One  raised  from  the 
dead.  Their  religion  denies  His 
death  on  the  cross  as  well  as  the  res¬ 
urrection,  so  they  are  w  ithout  hope 
Pray  tor  a  new  hetfcver  and  his  son, 
that  they  will  he  able  to  share  their 
faith  and  lead  their  family  to  a  per¬ 
sonal  relationship  with  God. 


For  State  Bible  Drills,  FBC, 
StarkvillevCalvary  BC,  Starkville 
(Discipleship  A  Family  Ministry). 
For  State  Handbell  Festival, 
Cultshore  Assembly  (Church  Music 
Dept.l.  For  Witnessing  Through 
Media,  Ridgecrest  BC  Madison 
(Director  Broadcast  Services).  For 
GA  MotherfDau^rter  Overnight. 
Camp  Garaywa  fWMUl. 


For  Keeping  Your  Church  Out 
of  Court,  Gulf  Coast  Assembly 
Center,  Gulfport  (Church 
Administration-Pastoral 
Ministries). 


Reconciliation  Workshop 

April  29 
10  a.m.  -  3  p.m. 
Lebanon  Baptist  Association  Officq 

500  North  38th  Avenue 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

The  Bible  and  Race  ” 


Through  the  years  many  people  have  attempted  to  use  scriptures  to  promote 
racial  superiority  and  to  divide  people  according  to  theirrace  or  color. 


Lunch  will  be  provided 

Please  call  the 
associational  office  for 
reservations  by  April  26. 

601-261-2771 


What  does  the  Bible  really  say? 


Led  by  Paul  Jones,  Executive 
Director,  Christian  Action 
Commission,  and  Beth 
Homes,  Consultant,  Christian 
Actir>r  Commission. 


A  Ministry  of  the  Cooperative  Program 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Missions  Extension  and  Associational 
Administration 
Don  Q.  Wilson,  Director 
Richard  Brogan,  Consultant 


Beth  Holmes  Paul  Jones 


Pray  lor  the  ministry  of  Bryan 
Bakke,  Director  ot  New  Flight 

Arts  and  Director  ot  Churc  h  in 
Community  at  Uptown  Baptist 
Church,  Chicago.  Bro.  Bakke 
has  been  very  effective  in  win¬ 
ning  many  youth  to  Christ 
through  art.  Prayer  has  become 
one  ot  the  main  emphases  ot  the 
Uptown  Church. 

For  State  Bible  Drills. 

Hernando  BC,  Hernando/FRC, 
Gulfport  (Discipleship  A  Family 
Ministry).  For  the  State 
Secretaries  Conference,  Camp 
Garaywa  (Church 
Administration- PastOfaT~ 
Ministries) 

For  State  Bible  Drills,  FBC, 
Greenwood/FBC,  Brookhaven 
(Disc  ipleship  &  Family 

Ministry).  For  Church  Facilities 
Workshop,  Parkway  BC, 

Clinton  (Church  Building  ** 

Services). 

Mario  Betrand  is  a  Messenger 
ot  the  Word  pastor ing 

Reformed  Baptist  Church  of 
Montreal,  Canada.  Pray  for 
evangelism  projects  that  are 
being  planned  tor  the  spring. 
Activities  will  inc  lude  street 
preaching  and  Bible  exposition. 

Cooperative  Program  Day 
(Stewardship  Emphasis).  Paul 
Rodriguez  is  a  catalytic  missionary 
in  Twin  Falls,  Idaho.  Pray  alxxjt  the 
need  lor  more  preac  hers  so  several 
church-type  missions  can  lx*  started 
At  this  time*,  Paul  is  pasturing  two 
c  hurt  hes  and  w<  xild  like  to  start  two 
more.  Pray  torhis  (amity,  that  the 
Lrxd  will  watch  over  them. 

For  State  BilMe  Drills,  Poplar 

S|jnngs  Drive  BC.  Meridian/  Pefal- 
Harvey  BC.  Petal  1  Discipleship  A 
Family  Ministry).  For  tlx-  second 
time  in  three  vears  U.S.  lawmakers 
failed  to  outride  President 

Clinton’s  veto  of  a  bill  banning 
partial-birth  abortions  Pray  that 
hearts  wcxild  be  made  sensitise  to 
the'  sane  tits  of  human  life. 

For  State  Bible  Drills.  FBC. 
Laurel  (Discipleship  &  Family 
Ministry)*  One-Day  Mission 
Trip,  New  Orleans  (WMU). 

Pray  for  prayer-walking  teams 
sponsored  by  Calvary  Baptist 
Church,  lackson.  under  the  * 

leadership  ot  Lynda  Smith. 

They  have  had  a  number  of 
w  itnessipg  and  ministry  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  people  living  in  areas 
surrounding  their  church. 

■■m 


Debbie 


lain.  He  has 
also  pastored 
churches  in 
the  Tupelo 
and  Hatties¬ 
burg  areas. 

He  and  his 
wife  Joyce 
are  currently 
members  of 
38th  Avenue 
Church  in  Hattiesburg. 


Rogers 


Hearn  and  The  Coxes 


Euclatubba 
Church,  Lee  1 
Association, 
recently  licensed  ||jj 
Geoff  Wagner  to  ™ 
the  ministry. 
Wagner  has 
served  as  chil-  I 
dren's  minister  I 
for  the  past  two  I  s 
years.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are* 
Johnny  Hearn, 
pastor;  Wagner  I 
and  his  wife  ft. 


«>«  > 


Hearn  and  The  Wagners 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertis¬ 
ing.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count  No  Wind  ads. 

ONLY  WRITTEN  ADS  ACCEPTED 


CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used. 
Baptistries,  steeples,  &  stained 
glass,  MS  &  ALA.  1-800-830-0583. 
WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS 
Featuring  6  to  15  passenger 
vans,  customized  and  panel 
vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates. 
Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  lackson 
(601 )  948-3391 .  Since  1965. 
BRANSON,  MO  CONDO  sleeps  6. 
Stay  $  nights,  4th  night  free  nr  stay  5 
nights  and  get  2  extra  nights  free.  Free 
in  house  coffee  and  tea.  $100.00 
daily  inc.  tax.  Register  for  free  return 
trip  and  3  king  quilts.  601-746-4632. 
SEEKING  FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF 
MUSICAOUTH.  Send  resumes  to 
First  Baptist  Church  P.O.  Box  352, 
Hamburg,  Arkansas  71646. 

FOR  SALE:  Twenty  ten  foot  pine 
pews,  four  pulpit  chairs,  pulpit,  and 
communion  table.  Pews  padded  seat 
and  back  in  light  mauve.  All  for 
$3,000.00.  Call  Pastor  Holcomb, 
(601)  489-8789. 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF 
YOUTH/EDUCATION  Parsonage 
provided  Send  resumes  to:  Search 
Committee,  ImmanuelBaptist  Church, 
701  West  Pine,  Warren,  AR  71671. 
YOUTH  OUTINGS?  Outdoor  paintball 
games!  Year-round!  10  years  ex(x»ri- 
en<  c.  Book  yours  tcxlay!  Curry  Crrx'k 
(  Xjtckxjrs,  II 6 1  ( )ld  Hwy  49,  Seminary, 
MS  19479.  (601)  722-9000. 
CHRISTIAN  MOVIES  The  very  best 
videos  at  discount  prices.  CALL  828- 
891-2767.  "Pamela's  Prayer"  plus 
many  others.  Complete  CATALOG  at: 
www.ChristianFilms.com. 


CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  windows 
for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
Glassworks,  Inc.  1-800-605-2970. 
GROUPS  -  CALL  KELLER'S  COUN¬ 
TRY  DORM  RESORT,  Eureka  Springs. 
Ark,  for  front  seats  at  The  Great 
Passion  Play,  plus  lodging,  recreation, 
and  meals,  all  for  just  $35.00  each! 
Free  information  -  501-253-8418. 
SEEKING  SINGING  CHRISTMAS 
TREE.  Contact:  Don  Chandler, 
Hillcrest  Baptist  Church,  New  Albany, 
MS  (601)534-4821. 

RESUMES  ACCTEPTED  FOR  PASTOR. 
Montlimar  Baptist  Church.  9260 
Cottage  Hill  Road,  Mobile,  Alabama, 
36695. 

CHURCH  RETREAT  -  open  year 
round.  Panama  City  Beach,  Florida. 
Choice  dates  available  this  summer. 
Reasonable  Rates,  modern  dorm  facil¬ 
ities,  300  ft.  from  Gulf  of  Mexico.  A 
ministry  of  First  Baptist  Church.  1- 
850-234-0488  for  details.  Web  site: 
www.fbcpcb.com  E-mail  address: 
fbcpcb@panacom.com. 

SUMMER  VACATION  HOUSE  -  avail¬ 
able  to  Christian  families,  weekly  rate 
savings.  3  BR  on  Panama  City  Beach, 
1/2  block  from  Gulf.  For  details  call 
First  Baptist  Church,  Panama  City 
Beach,  Florida  1-850-2  34-0488. 
Website:  www.fbcpcb.com  E-mail 
address:  fbcpr  b@panaeom.com. 

FOR  SALE:  24  eight  foot  pews.  1 1 
Thirteen  foot  (Jews,  2  five  foot  pews,  I 
pulpit,  1  communion  table,  and  35 
choir  chairs.  Furniture  is  available 
now.  Call  Trinity  Baptist  Church, 
Hammond,  LA  (225)  294-5336. 


First  Southern  Baptist  Church,  Pearlington,  ordained  Kevin 
Schill  and  )ay  Hosty  as  deacons.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Schill;  Mark 
Hayman,  pastor;  and  Hosty. 


Exciting  Career  in  Christian  Retailing 

Excellent  salary  and  benefits  package  available.  Relocation  will  be  required  to 
one  oi  over  80  book  stores.  Qualifications  include:  tour-year  college  degree 
or  comparable  business  management  experience,  outstanding  leadership, 
computer  skills,  strong  vision  for  the  future  and  an  active  role  in  a  Southern 
Send  resume  to:  Baptist  church. 

Retail  Storc  Operations  ^ — - - 3 - - - 

Manager  Training  Search  (  BAPTIST  SOOK  STORES  \ 

127  Ninth  Avenue,  North  l  LlFEWAY  CHRISTIAN  STORES ) 

MSN  165  v - ^ 

Nashville,  TN  37234-0 1 65  owned  and  operated  by  the  Sunday  School 

( >K  f  AX  T(  >  (6 15)  251  -36  ’  ’  Board  ot  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
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Oral  Church,  Sumrall, 

ordained  David  Kinsey  and 
Mark  Armstrong  as  deacons  on 
Feb.  21.  Thomas  McCormick, 
former  pastor,  delivered  the 
ordination  sermon.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Kinsey, 
Armstrong,  and  Harvey 
Fillingane.  deacon  chairman. 


WMU  to 
sponsor  'Mom 
and  Me  Day' 

Woman's  Missionary 
Union  (WMU)  will  hold 
Mom  and  Me  Day  for 
preschoolers  (ages  3  to  pre- 
first)  and  their  parents 
Saturday,  May  1,  1999  at 
Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton 
from  10  a.m.  -  2  p.m.  Theme 
will  be  "2  by  2."  Cost  is  $5  per 
person  (lunch  included). 

To  register  or  for  more 
information,  contact  Debbie 
Sills,  WMU,  P.  O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205.  Telephone 
(601)  292-3320  or  800-748-1651. 

Deadline  to  register  is 
April  23. 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medical  Insurance 
or  Prescription  Drugs?  If  yes,  Call  Today! 


□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room,  Intensive 
Surgery,  Ambulance. 

□  Medicare  Supplement 

Ages  65  and  over.  Tow  Rates! 


Plan 

Care, 


Rates! 


□  Prescription  Drug  Plan 

You  Pay:  $10.00  for  Generic 

$20.00  for  Name  Brand 
Drug  Plan  pays  the  rest  up  to  a  maximum 
benefit  of  $5,000  per  family  per  year. 
Honored  at  Walmart,  Freds,  Super  D 
and  many  more! 


Call  today  for  free  information: 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance 
Marketing 

PO  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 

1-800-880-2305 

□  Medicare  Supplement 
under  age  65 


April  8, 1999 


-7THK  Baptist  Record 


Euclatubba  Church,  Lee 
Association,  recently  licensed 
Johnny  Cox  to  the  ministry.  He 
has  served  as  youth  minister  at 
the  church  since  January  1998. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Johnny 
Hearn,  pastor;  Cox;  and  Paula 
Cox,  a  senior  at  Blue  Mountain 
College. 


Names  in  the  News 


Christopher 
Wayne  Rankin 

was  ordained 
to  the  ministry 
at  Poplar 
Springs 
C  n  u  r  c  n  , 
Mendenhall, 
on  Feb.  28. 
Pictured 
(back 
row,  from 
left)  are 
Rankin; 
Farris  W. 
Smith, 
director 
of  mis- 


Cockrell,  Runnel,  and  Doggett 


sions, 

Simpson  Rankin,  Smith, 
Associa¬ 
tion;  and  Scott  Cockrell, 
former  youth  minister; 
(front  row)  Terry  Runnels, 
pastor,  Grace  Church, 
Mendenhall;  and  Jerry 
Doggett,  pastor  of  Poplar 
Springs  Church. 


Robert  H.  Rogers  has  been 
called  to  pastor  the  Baptist 
Village  Congregation  near 
Petah  Tiqva,  Israel.  The 
church  is  an  international, 
English  speaking  church. 
Rogers  is  a  retired  army  chap- 


Just  for  the  Record 


Calvary  Church,  Columbia,  with  Gerald  and  Cindy 
will  celebrate  its  50th  anniver-  Simmons,  music  evangelists, 
sarv  on  April  17  and  18.  Saturday 

services  will  begin  at  4:30  p.m.  Spring  Festival  benefiting 
with  Robert  Toney  in  charge  of  South  Central  Resource  Center, 
the  program.  Supper  will  be  a  family  preservation  agency 
served  immediately  afterwards  operating  a  shelter  in  Simpson 
in  fellowship  hall.  Sunday  ser-  County  for  abused  and  bat- 
vices  begin  at  10:15  a.m.  with  tered  women  and  children,  will 
Murray  Edwards  and  Bobby  be  held  at  McNair  Springs 
Waggoner  as  guest  speakers.  Park,  Magee,  from  8  a.m.-5  p.m. 
Luncii  will  follow  at  the  church,  on  April  24.  Call  (601)  847-5802 
Afternoon  services  begin  at  1:30  for  more  information. 


Sixth-five  members  of  the 

lafayette/Marshall  1900  mis¬ 
sion  team  went  to  Comma, 
Brazil,  Feb.  23-March  5.  The 
team  built  a  church  building 
that  consisted  of  an  auditorium 
and  six  classrooms.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  a  team  of  VBS  workers 
ministered  to  hundreds  of  chil¬ 
dren,  and  there  were  26  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith.  The  medical 
team  saw  1 50  patients  a  day 
and  the  pharmacy  gave  out 
free  medications.  The  evange¬ 
lism  team  held  services  in  the 
park  in  Corumba,  preached  on 
the  streets,  at  the  clinic,  in 
churches  and  schools,  and 
door  to  door.  There  were  1 ,003 
that  prayed  to  receive  Christ  as 
their  personal  Savior.  Don 
Stanfill,  director  of  missions, 
was  coordinator  for  the  team. 


Youth  of  Antioch  Church,  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Sara 
Copiah  Association,  made  115  Brown,  Frankie  Sawyers, 
witness  bracelets  for  the  Voice  Brooke  Hall,  Drew  Rymes, 
of  the  Martyrs  Organization  to  Craig  Sawyers,  Phil 
use  in  Sudan  to  witness  to  Fortenberry,  Dexter  Rymes, 
people  who  can't  read,  and  Sarah  Fortenberry. 


Cloverdale  Church,  Natchez,  was  one  of  three  churches  across 
Mississippi  chosen  to  promote  its  outreach  initiatives  at  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  People  Reach  Expo  in  Jackson. 
The  event  was  held  on  Feb.  27  at  the  Jim  Buck  Ross  Agriculture  and 
Forestry  Museum.  Among  the  many  outreach  efforts  of  Cloverdale 
Church  was  participation  in  the  American  Cancer  Society's  Relay  For 
Indian  Springs  Church,  Life,  an  overnight  event  in  which  teams  camp  out  and  take  turns  walk- 
Laurel,  will  host  the  Dixie  ing  or  running  around  a  track  to  raise  money  and  awareness  of  can- 
Echoes  in  concert  on  May  2  at  cer.  The  team  distributed  200  New  Testaments.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
6:30  p.m.  For  more  information,  Cyndie  Dillon,  member  of  Cloverdale  Church,  and  David  McGuffie, 
contact  Indian  Springs  Church  pastor,  Cloverdale  Church.  For  more  information  on  cancer  or  Relay 
by  calling  (601)  428-1279.  For  Life,  call  1-800-ACS-2345. 


Youth  of  Antioch  Church,  Copiah  Association 


•  Jean  Willoughby,  consul¬ 
tant,  National  TeamKid,  will 
conduct  a  TeamKid  Workshop 
at  Rocky  Creek  Church, 
Lucedale,  April  10,  from  1-3 
p.m.  "Anyone  who  works  with 
3  year  olds  through  6th  grade 
will  benefit  from  this  event," 
said  Jerry  Mixon,  pastor.  No 
registration  is  required  and  no 
reservations.  There  is  no  fee  to 
attend. 


Mississippi  r 
Baptist  Foundation 


GAs  of  Madden  Church, 
Madden,  made  and  delivered 
26  valentines  and  sang  for  the 
residents  of  the  Madden 
Memories  Nursing  Home. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Amanda  Dearman,  Bailey 
McCann,  Dakota  Thaggard, 
and  Adrianna  Thaggard. 


Daniel  Memorial  Church,  Gospel  singing  with  The 
lackson,  will  honor  Byron  R.  Pfeifers,  The  Pdrrvs,  and  Tony 
Malone  April  11  on  tin-  occa-  Gore  and  Majesty Will  be  held 
sion  of  his  27th  anniversary  as  at  Zion  Hill  Church,  Wesson, 
pastor.  A  special  lo\e  offering  April  9  For  more  information, 
will  be  presented  to  him  from  contact  Billy  Ashley  at  (601) 
the  membership  643-5847 


1 999  Trustees 

Seated  ll-r)  Norris  Stampley,  Secretary  |oe  Gary, 
Robert  Maddux,  President  Robert  Ross.  Second 
row,  standing  left  to  right  1  reasurer  Barry  Hardy, 

Ed  tones,  Kearney  Travis,  and  Vice  President  Ron 
Logan  Not  pictured  lerry  Stovall. 

For  more  information  contact  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation 
515  Mississippi  Street  •  Suite  201  •  lackson  Mississippi  39201 
1601 1  292-3210  •  (800i  748-lo5l  •  mbf@misnet.com 
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UPLCustom 

Renovate  Now! 

ffChuith 

Let  Custom  Church  Interiors  assist  your 

Interiors 

church  in  updating  its  facilities  for  min- 
isin  in  the  neve  millenium  Wo  handle  all 

details  h\  prov  iding  these  services 

Schedule  a  mcctmc  lotlav.  .it 

no  obligation.  to  discuss  your 

•  \rchitectural  Design 

iviun.it ion  needs 

•  Interior  Cnlor-Stv  ling 

•  Construction 

I  800  654  1294 

•  Furnishings 
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Staff  Changes 


Revival  Dates 


First  Church,  Hazlehurst, 
has  called 
Lee  Allred 
and  Clark 

Rum  felt  to  fl  l|lj 

staff  min-  V 

i  s  t  r  i  e  s  .  ||!  11 

Rum  felt  will  ^  \  I|| 

be  working  ,  Jjk  ^ 

with  adults  JlH 

and  Allred 
with  stu¬ 
dents.  Allred 
was  licensed 
to  the  ministry  on  Jan.  24  by 
Easthaven  Church, 

Brookhaven. 

T A 1 1  red  a  n d 

Rumfelt  w  ill 


Cooper  as  associate  pastor/min¬ 
ister  of  students/activities,  effec¬ 
tive  March  21.  Cooper,  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Mississippi  College, 
recently  served  at  Chester 
Church,  Ackerman,  as  minister 
of  youth  and  activities.  Martin 
Hayden  is  pastor. 

Park  Place  Church,  Pearl, 
has  called  Robert  C.  Dominy 

Jr.  as  pastor  effective  April  4.  A 
native  of  Columbia,  S.C., 
Dominy  received  his  education 
at  Garner-Webb  College, 
Boiling  Springs,  N.C.  His  previ¬ 
ous  place  of  service  was  First 
Church,  Pompano  Beach,  Fla. 


D&FM  Dept 
to  sponsor 
seminar 


Allred 


Winter 


Mississippi's  Growing 
Disciples  Seminar,  (tivange- 
lism,  mentoring,  and  families 
in  disciple  making)  will  be 
held  at  First  Church, 
Ridgeland,  April  26  and  27. 

The  seminar  on  Monda 
will  begin  at  1 :30  p.m.  ancl 
Tuesday  at  10  a.m.  Program 
personalities  will  include  Bill 
Mitchell,  author  of  "Building 
Strong  Families;"  Bill  Fay, 
author  of  "Share  Jesus  Without 
Fear;"  Bill.  Easum,  author  of 
"Growing  Spiritual 

Redwoods,"  and  "Sacred 
Cow's  Make  Gourmet  Bur;  <  - 
Turning  Members  into 
Ministers;"  and  Bob  Biehl, 
author  of  "Mentoring,"  and 
"Wisdom  for  Men." 

For  more  information,  call 
the  Discipleship  &  Family 
Ministry  Department, 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  at  (601)  968-3800  or 
1-800-748-1651. 


New  Hebron  (Lawrence): 

April  11-14;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and 
6  p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Matt 
Buckles,  director.  Church 
Administration-Pastoral 
Ministries  Department, 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Board,  evangelist;  Bill 
Wilkinson,  Lenoir  Citv,  Tenn., 
music;  David  Wilkinson,  pastor. 

Macedonia,  Meridian:  April 
25-28;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  6  p.m.;  Jim  Brannon, 


Meridian,  evangelist;  Sherry 
DeVorss,  Macedonia  Chtfrch, 
music;  Jason  C.  Gross,  pastor. 

Enon  (Grenada):  April  25- 

28;  Sunday,  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed., 
7  p.m.;  Billy  Joe  Pierce, 

Shreveport,  La.,  evangelist; 
Jimmv  Hood,  music. 


New  Zion,  Crystal  Springs: 
April  11-14;  Sundav  will 
include  dinner  on  the  grounds; 
7  p.m.  nightly;  Joe  Aids  evan¬ 
gelist;  Reggie  Bridges,  music. 

Cross  Roads,  Pelahatchie: 
April  11-14;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and 
6:45  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
April  13,  youth  pizza  party;  Gary 
Bowlin,  evangelist;  Leroy  Stuart, 
music;  Brian  E.  Hill,  pastor. 

D'LO  (Simpson):  April  11- 
14;  Sunday,  11  a.m.;  Mon.-Wed., 
7  n.m.;  Steve  White,  ( iulfshores, 
Ala.,  evangelist;  Bob  Harris, 
D'LO  Church,  music,  Robert 
Sones,  pastor. 

Southside,  Yazoo  City:  April 
11-14;  Sundav,  10:30  a.m.  and 
0:30  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Ricky  Blythe,  Flora,  evangelist; 
Mike  Martin,  music;  11  Bryan 
Abel,  pastor.. 
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More  than  8,000  Southern  Baptist  congregations  now  trust 
Church  Mutual  for  property,  liability,  workers'  compensation 
and  commercial  auto  insurance  advice  and  protection. 


imo 


At  no  cost  or  obligation  to  you,  we  ll  conduct  an  on-site 
analysis  of  your  buildings  and  activities,  then  recommend  a 
plan  designed  specifically  for  your  church.  Compare  our  plan 
with  your  present  insurance  program. 

You'll  find  out  why  more  churches  trust  ri  ■  1 
Church  Mutual  than  any  other  insurance  i.lllirCn  A 
company  in  the  nation.  Call  today.  MUtUdlfl 
800-554-2642  www.churchmutual.com 


SAMFOID  UNIVERSITY 
HirmtnfLam  AUjhamu 
http://bccson.Munford.cdu 

FOR  INFORMATION  ABOUT  BEESON  DIVINITY  SCHOOL,  CALL  1-800-888-8266 

H<«on  u  affiliated  with  the  National  Aaaociation  of  Evangelicals  and  is  accredited  be  The  Association  of  Theological  School, 
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Baptist  College  News 


The  William 
Carey  College 
Speech  and 
Debate  Team 

(Forensics) 
placed  third  over¬ 
all,  At  the  Pi 
Kappa  Delta 
Forensics 
National 
Tournament  held 
recently  at  North 
Dakota  State 
University  in 
Fargo.  The  mem¬ 
bers  pictured 
(back  row,  from 
left)  are  Matthew 
Smith,  McComb; 
Jason  Ruiz, 
Gulfport;  Josh 
William  Carey  Speech  and  Debate  Team  Hewitt,  Tupelo; 


Lottie  Moon' goals  surpassed 


Church 

Bay  Vista,  Biloxi 
Beat  Line,  Conehatta 
Bethel,  Water  Valley 
Cedar  Grove  (Marion) 

East  Moss  Point,  Moss  Point  ' 

First,  Amory  -  •  !M* 

First,  Cold  water 

First,  Crystal  Springs 

First,  Indianola 

First,  Holly  Springs 

First,  Magnolia 

First,  Mathiston 

First,  McComb 

First,  Picayune 

First,  Yazoo  City 

Hebron  (Carrol l-Montgomery) 

Liberty  (Mississippi) 

Macedonia,  Brookhaven 

Mt.Horeb  (Covington-jeff  Davis) 

Mt.  Moriah,  Bruce 

Mt. Olive  (Carroll) 

Rocky  Creek,  Lucedale 
South  McComb,  McComb 
Summerland,  Taylorsville 
Walnut  Grove  (Leake) 

West  Ellisville,  Ellisville 
Woolmarket,  Biloxi 


Goal 

Amount  Received 

$5,500 

$6,376.75 

500 

3  oon 

550.00 

1,975 

JTvUU.  UU 

4,664.24 

3,566—- 

—  3,954.25 

37,000 

41,886.39 

1 1 ,000 

11,025.00 

10,000 

*  15,305.00 

20,000 

25,132.00 

14,000 

14,397.00 

15,000 

20,546.33 

4,000 

6,145.74 

36,540 

39,646.60 

42,000 

44,058.13 

30,000 

.  47,271.09 

1,750 

1,925.00 

5,500  • 

5,635.00 

7,250 

9,012.45 

3,000 

3,453.39 

2,600 

2,846.22 

4,000 

4,129.10 

1 0,000 

10,148.59 

5,000 

5,001.01 

2,200 

8,050.00 

3,500 

3,525.00 

7,500 

20,197.52 

5,000 

5,372.77 

Correction 

Bruce  Brady,  Baptist  Student 
Union  director  at  Copiah- 
Lincoln  Community  College, 
was  incorrectly  identified  in 
the  April  I  edition  of  The 
Baptist  Record. 


Homecomings 


Bond,  Philadelphia:  April 

25;  services  begin  at  11  a.m. 
with  message  by  Doug 
Chatham,  former  pastor;  lunch 
served  following  services. 

Crowder,  Crowder:  April  25; 
Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship  service,  11  a.m.;  followed 
by  lunch  in  Family  Life  Center; 
Ben  James,  pastor,  preaching; 
Steve  Warren,  music. 


BAPTISTRIES  ~ 

HEATERS  PUMPS 

FACTORY  DIRECT 

TOLL  FREE  NATIONWIDE 
I  MO-X51-M79 

FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 
.  .1511  HIXSON  PIKE  •  CHATTANOOGA  TN  37415, 


Wesson,  Wesson:  April  25; 
10:45  a.m  service  followed  by 
dinner  on  the  ground;  7  p.rh. 

tea  tufe  "New 


service  will  feature 
Life,"  a  gospel  quartet. 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 

★  Cushions  *  Baptistries 

*  Steeples  *  Renovation 
Pews  ainJ  Pulpit 

Furniture 
(New  and  Used ) 

Wallace  E.  Foy 

WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 


Brian  Lucas,  Petal;  Ron  Durbin, 
Laurel;  Chris  Smith,  Petal; 
Danny  Panter,  Florence; 
Emanueal  Buckley, 

Hattiesburg;  Tom  Huebner, 

•  director  of  forensics;  (seated) 
Samantha  Cottrell, 

Hattiesburg;  Mandy  Mozingo, 
Poplarville;  Mandy  Trammell, 
Florence;  Amanda  Keith, 
Hattiesburg;  Katherine  Rainey, 
Hattiesburg;  Nakia  Whitehead, 
Picayune;  and  Melanie  Grimes, 
Hattiesburg. 

Blue  Mountain  College's 

29th  annual  basketball  clinic  for 
junior  and  senior  high  girls  will 
be  directed  by  Coach  Jack 
Moser.  Junior  high  clinic  is 
scheduled  for  June  6-11  and 
senior  high  clinic  for  June  27- 
July  2.  Further  information 
about  the  camp  may  be 
obtained  by  calling  (601)  685- 
4771,  ext.  146. 

William  Carey  College 
Theatre  will  present  "The 
Matchmaker"  by  Thornton 
Wilder  as  its  final  production  of 
the  1998-99  academic  year. 
Performances  will  be  held  at  8 
p.m.,  April  8-40,  in- the  O.  L. . 
Quave  Theatre  on  the 
Hattiesburg  CSntft pus.'SOafs  trial/ 
be  reserved  by  calling  (601) 
582-6221 .  The  box  office  will  be 
open  daily  from  1-4  p.m. 


William  Carey  College 

(WCC)  will  host  the  15th 
annual  Conference  on  the 


Elderly 
Ha  " 
April  30 
1:30 


Mentally 
>ed  Mississippian 
from  8:30  a.m.  until 
4:30  p.m.  in  the  Kresge  Room 
of  the  Thomas  Business 
Building  on  the  Hattiesburg 
campus.  Mary  Harper,  for¬ 
merly  with  the  National 
Institute  on  mental  Health, 
will  deliver  the  keynote 
address.  The  seminar  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  WCC,  the 
Mississippi  Department  of 
Mental  Health,  Boswell 
Regional  Center,  and  the 
Mississippi  Chapter  of  the 
American  Association  on 
Mental  Retardation.  For  addi¬ 
tional  information  or  registra¬ 
tion  materials  contact  Paul 
Cotton  at  (601)  582-6416,  or 
write  William  Carey  College, 
Box  14,  498  Tuscan  Avenue, 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39401-5499. 

Blue  Mountain  College  is 

accepting  applications  for  Mav 
intersession  courses  and  sum¬ 
mer  school.  Mav  intersession 
will  be  held  Mav  3-14.  A  short 
computer  course  will  also  be 
offered  JuneJ-lg^ThgjijSt, ses¬ 
sion  of  suplmer  school  starts 
June  2.  The  office  of  admissions 
can  be  contacted  at  (601)  685- 
4161  or  1-800-235-0136. 


A.  H.  Germany,  81,  dies 


Archie  H.  Germany,  81, 
emeritus  professor  of  chem¬ 
istry  at  Mississippi  College 
(MC),  died  March  30  of  car¬ 
diopulmonary  arrest  at  the 
Methodist  Medical  Center  in 
Jackson.  Funeral  services  were 
held  on  April  1  at  First  Church, 
Clinton,  with  a  graveside  ser¬ 
vice  at  Clinton  Cemetery. 

A  native  of  Dixon,  Germany 
was  a  graduate  of  MC  and 
earned  his  Ph.D.  at  the 
University  of  North  Carolina. 
He  retired  at  MC  in  1983,  hav¬ 
ing  served  as  chairman  of  the 


Division  of  Science  and 
Mathematics  for  22  years. 
Upon  retiring,  he  established  a 
fund  for  the  A.  H.  Germany 
Science  Forum.  MC  awarded 
him  the  honorary  Doctor  of 
Science  degree  in  1983. 

Germany  had  been  married 
to  the  former  Margaret 
Longino  for  53  years  when  she 
died  in  1996.  Survivors  include 
three  daughters,  Jean  Mosley 
of  Tulsa,  Okla.;  Betty  Baugh  of 
Lake  Jackson,  Texas;  Alice 
Nettles  of  Clinton;  and  six 
grandchildren. 


MINISTER  WITH  CHILDREN: 

Second-Ponce  de  Leon  (SPdL)  Baptist  Church  of  Atlanta. 
Georgia  is  seeking  a  Minister  with  Children.  This  person  will 
serve  as  one  of  twelve  Pastoral  Staff  team  ministry  equippers. 
SPdL  is  a  3,600  member  congregation  in  north  Atlanta 
drawing  people  from  108  zip  codes  throughout  the  metro 
region.  Offering  both  traditional  and  contemporary 
approaches  to  worship.  SPdL  offers  its  members  the  choice  to 
support  missions  and  ministries  through  either  the 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  and  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  and  ordains  women  and  men  to  the  diaconate. 
Applicants  should  have  a  seminary  degree,  professional 
experience  in  Baptist  congregational  leadership  with 
children  s  ministry,  awareness  of  the  contemporary  challenges 
facing  children  and  their  families,  and  a  desire  to  build  a  team 
of  children’s  teachers  &  leaders.  Resumes  with  references 
should  be  sent  to:  Second-Ponce  de  Leon/Baptist  Church, 
Minister  with  Children  Search  Committee,  2715  Peachtree 
Road  NE,  Atlanta,  GA  30305. 

_  Deadline  is  April  28,  1999 
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Life  and  Work 


rather  than  on  God.  ing  God,  God  speaks  words  of 

Gideon,  fearing  the  healing.  "Stop  running  from 

Midianites,  was  not  typi-  vour  fear  and  go  out  against  the 

cally  threshing  grain  at  an  Midianites."  But  Gideon  is  still 

open  place  on  the  edge  of  on  the  run!  Rather  than  focus- 

the  village  but  in  the  pro-  ing  now  on  circumstances,  he 

tected  and  confined  space  focuses  on  his  lack  of  qualifica- 

offered  by  the  wine  press,  tions.  "My  clan  is  weakest;  I  am 

As  the  people  had  the  least."  Gideon  again  corn- 

expressed  doubts  that  the  pounded  his  fear  bv  attempting 

God  of  Egyptian  deliver-  escape.  God  addresses  that 

ance  could  not  be  the  God  vicious  cycle  with  the  assur- 

idianite  deliverance  (1-10),  ance  of  his  presence.  That 

ideon  (13)  reflected  the  Presence  keeps  fear  from  con- 

doubt.  Circumstances  trolling  us;  that  Presence 

-d  to  cancel  God's  pres-  assures  our  victory. 

Gideon's  need  was  to  lift  Accept  God's  encourage- 
es  above  the  horizon  set  by  ment  (vv.  20-24).  Instead  now  of 
lidianite  threat  and  focus  escaping  his  fear,  in  the  midst  of 
?  power  of  God.  We  too  can  it  Gideon  turns  to  God.  Yes,  he 

:a ught  in  the  cycles  of  still  fears  -  observe  the  doubt, 

e,  running  scared,  because  the  need  for  assurance,  the  plea 
tave  lost  sight  of  God's  for  a  sign  (17).  Gideon  had  at 
r  to  deliver  within  fear.  least  turned  to  God,  and  God 

>ten  to  God's  assurance  worked  with  him,  where  he 

4-16).  Precisely  when  we  was  in  laying  to  rest  his  doubts 

.inning  scared,  "threshing  and  strengthening  him  during 

at  the  wine  press,"  doubt-  fear.  God  does  that  for  us.  He 


takes  us  in  the  midst  of-  eruf 
fears  and  leads  us  to  confident 
focus  on  his  provision  so  that 
we  can  move  through  fearful 
doubt  to  obedience. 

Respond  in  faith  (w.  33-35; 
7:19-21).  These  verses  portray  a 
warrior  victorious  against 
incredible  odds  -  a  far  cry  from 
the  cowering  figure  at  the  wine 

f>ress.  Here  is  one  who  moves 
rom  escaping  fears  and  being 
controlled  by  them  to  receiving 
assurance  of  God's  presence 
and  power.  Gideon  responded 
in  faithful  obedience  as  God's 
Spirit  led  him  to  face  the  source 
of  his  fears  and  his  fear  of  fear. 
This  picture  speaks  volumes  to 
the  fearful  heart,  running 
scared,  controlled  by  fear. 
Facing  the  cause  of  fear,  with 
confidence  in  God's  powerful 
presence,  offers  the  promise  of 
victorious  faith. 

Bain  is  chairman  and  professor 
of  tlw  Biblical  Division  at  Blue 
Mountain  College. 


Through  fear  to  faith 

Judges  6-8 


By  Doug  Bain _  in  God  can  deliver  us 

from  irrational  fear. 
Therapists  know  that  fear  but  it  is  not  an 
can  be  a  problem  emotion  escape  route  from 
because  of  the  way  we  handle  fear  itself.  By  deep 
the  feeling.  Although  fear  is  trust  in  God/believe 
God-given  to  provide  for  our  to  a  healthy  resolutic 
safety,  our  responses  to  fear  are  fear.  The  text  in  Jui 
often  immature.  Fears  can  be  gests  that  we  c £ 
very  subtle,  like  fear  of  failure,  through  fear  to* faith, 
rejection,  powerlessness,  or  Refuse  to  focus  o 
insignificance.  In  attempts  to  stances  (vv.  11-13) 
cope  with  fear,  people  resort  to  "bought  into"  the  fear 
achieving,  self-indulging,  accu-  the  land.  As  the  Hebr 
mulating,  gambling,  or  astrolo-  gled  for  national  idt 
gy  In  response  to  fear  they  mav  were  disobedient  in  tf 
lash  out  in  hostility.  Mistaken  they  suffered  at  the 
wavs  of  dealing  with  fears  tvp-  enemy  nations.  Their 
icafly  amount  to  escape.  Fears,  therefore  their  fear  ca 
if  evaded  and  not  faced,  even-  on  the  threat  from  oth 
tually  control  us.  Christian  faith  focusing  on  circi 


Explore  the  Bible 

Triumph  over  agony 

Psalm  22:1-8, 16-19,  22-24,  26-27 


who  came  unto  himself;  "and 
turn  unto  Jehovah"  -  this  is 
repentance,, like  Manasseh  who 
left  his  idols  and  "worship"  - 
this  is  holy  service,  as  Paul 
adored  the  Christ  whom  once 
he  abhorred." 

One  might  wonder  how  a 
person  can  question  the  presence 
of  God  in  verse  one  and  relis 
the  presence  of  God  by  verse  27. 
The  answer  was  given  in  verse 
three.  The  Lord  inhabits  the 

E raise  of  his  people.  When  the 
ord  hears  us  putting  our  hope 
in  him  with  a  resolve  to  keep  it 
there,  then  help  is  not  far  off. 

Questions  for  class  discus¬ 
sion:  What  seems  worse:  God's 
distance  or  people's  mocking? 
How  does  David  express  his 
faith  in  the  midst  of  these  strug¬ 
gles?  During  personal  strug¬ 
gles,  how  does  it  help  to  know 
that  Jesus  experienced  despair? 
What  praises  might  you  sing 
about  the  Lord's  deliverance  in 
your  life? 

Hester  is  pastor  of  Mantee 
Church,  Mantee. 


JeStis"  was'  horrible  (16-18),  Tiut 
the  evidence  of  hope  is 
revealed  in  the  asking  for  help 
(19).  Hopeful  praying  leads  to 
hardv  praying. 

We  need  to  learn  to  pray 
hardy.  The  psalmist  decided  to 
stand  against  the  villains  of 
faith  by  making  an  offensive 
iose  who  charge  (22).  Declaring  God's 
hough  he  name  was  staking  a  claim  on 
did  praise  and  did  trust,  trou-  God's  character.  Then,  just  as 

’  ‘  *  was  he  promised,  he  followed  with 
action.  He  declared  God's  glory 
(23).  Then,  by  faith,  he  declared 
God's  goodness  (24).  When  the 
hardy  praying  of  faith  weathers 
the  storm  of  doubt  and  confu¬ 
sion,  hallelujahs  are  not  far  off. 

We  need  to  learn  to  pray 
"hallelujah."  Spurgeon  wrote, 
"It  is  well  to  mark  the  order  of 
conversion  as  here  set  forth: 
thev  shall  "remember"  -  this  is 
reflection,  like  the  prodigal 


By  Ken  Hester 


overshadowed  by  H 
Christ  who  spoke  the  ™ 
beginning  words  as 
mentioned  in  Matthew 
27:46.  Martin  Luther  once 
wrote,  "I  know  not  whether 
any  Psalm  contains  matter 
more  weighty  which  our  Lord 
and  Head,  Jesus  Christ,  uttered 

when  conflicting  for  us  in  the  ble  surrounded  him.  He 
midst  of  the  pains  and  terrors  rejected  by  people  (6).  His  faith 
of  hell.  Wherefore,  this  Psalm  in  God  was  mocked  (7-8). 
ought  to  be  most  highly  prized  Though  hurt,  he  prayed  and 
by  all."  Whether  the  one  who  is  became  hopeful, 
in  trouble  is  David,  Jesus,  or  We  need  to  learn  to  pray 
you,  prayer  seems  to  be  the  best  hopeful.  With  amazing  detail 
method  of  help.  of  these  next  verses,  one  cannot 

We  need  to  learn  to  pray  break  from  thinking  about 
hurt.  The  psalmist  prayed  even  Jesus'  crucifixion.  Charles 
through  the  hurt  of  feeling  Spurgeon  wrote,  "We  should 
abandoned  by  God  (1).  Bv  his  read  reverently,  putting  off  our 
use  of  the  Hebrew  "El,"  which  shoes  from  off  our  feet,  as 


The  911  emergency  system  is 
state  of  the  art.  A  caller  might 
not  be  able  to  say  what  the 
problem  is.  So  when  the  call  is 
made,  your  telephone  number, 
address,  and  name  is  displayed 
before  the  dispatcher.  Also  lis¬ 
tening  in  are  the  police,  fire 
department,  and  paramedics. 
All  one  has  to  do  is  call,  and 
help  is  on  the  way.  Praver  is 
God's  911  emergency  system. 
God  doesn't  need  our  words, 
just  our  willingness  for  his 
help.  When  we  pray,  he  knows 
our  name  and  circumstance. 
Help  is  on  the  way. 

Such  is  the  case  for  the 
writer  of  Psalm  22.  David's 
authorship  of  this  psalm  is 


Hester 


a  questioning  kind  of  disciples  told  him  of  Jesus'  visit 
person.  If  ne  didn't  to  them,  Thomas  couldn't 
8  I  know  the  answer,  he  believe  it.  He  was  too  afraid  of 
wasn't  afraid  to  ask.  He  being  hurt  again.  He  had  loved 
jpa  wrasn't  the  type  to  just  be  Jesus  deeply  and  had  been  hurt. 

Mi  ciuiet  and  always  regret  Unless  he  could  feel  the  nail 
tnat  he  didn't  ask.  prints  himself,  he  couldn't 

ppjpf  1  He  knew  that  Jesus  believe  in  such  a  miracle.  People 
would  soon  be  gone  just  didn!t  come  alive  after  they 
^Siand  it  was  important  had  been  dead.  It  defied  leason. 
»  that  he  know  now  to  It  was  impossible! 

find  him.  He  was  a  prac-  Jesus  knew  Thomas.  He 
tical,  pragmatic  type,  maybe  knew  his  weaknesses.  He  knew 
even  somewhat  pessimistic,  his  strengths.  He  didn't  scold 
Even  though  he  had  seen  him  for  doubting.  He  knew 
many  miracles,  there  was  no  Thomas  needed  a  little  proof, 
guarantee  that  there  would  be  Jesus  was  patient  with  Thomas's 
any  more  miracles,  especially  doubting  )ust  as  he  is  patient 
since  Jesus  was  gone.  with  us  and  our  doubting. 

In  John  20  the  Bible  says  that  How  like  Thomas  we  are! 
Thomas  wasn't  with  the  other  We  like  things  we  can  see  — 
disciples  when  Jesus  first  sure  things.  We  forget  that 
appeared  to  them.  Where  was  "impossible"  is  one  of  God's 
he?  Though  it  is  not  known  for  favorite  words.  "All  things  are 
sure,  it  could  have  been  that  he  possible  to  him  who  believes" 
was  mourning  Jesus.  Maybe  his  (Matt.  19:26).  We  are  too  con- 
grief  was  too  great  to  want  to  be  tent  in  our  small  worlds,  with 
around  other  people.  When  the  our  small  problems,  and  our 


Family  Bible  Series 

From  doubt  to  faith 

John  20:19-29 


small  faith.  The  devil  makes 
sure  that  we  are  so  busy  with 
our  everyday  problems  that 
we  don't  nave  time  to  think  of 
the  things  of  God.  If  we're  too 
busy  to  think  deeply,  we  never 
have  time  to  dream,  to  imagine 
the  impossible.  Like  Thomas 
we  have  seen  great  miracles  in 
our  lives  but  now  quickly  we 
forget  them. 

Set  aside  some  time  this 
week  to  dream  of  the  impossi¬ 
ble  —  to  imagine  what  God 
could  do  through  your  life  if 
you  were  willing.  Remember 
the  words  "to  him  who  is  able 
to  do  exceedingly,  abundantly 
beyond  all  that  we  ask  or 
think"(Eph.  3:20). 

Dream  big!  He  is  able!  And 
then  hear  Jesus  as  he  speaks  to 
you  in  the  same  words  that  he 
said  to  Thomas,  "Stop  doubting 
and  believe!" 

Cape  is  director  of  children  and 
family  ministry  at  First  Church, 
Picayune. 


You  believe  in  God,  8 
believe  also  in  me.  InVLaM 
my  father's  house  are  Ca 
many  mansions.  If  it 
were  not  so  I  would  have  told 
you.  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for 
you,  and  if  I  go  to  prepare  a 
place  for  you  I  will  come  again 
and  receive  you  unto  myself 
that  where  I  am  there  you  may 
be  also."  Imagine  Jesus'  calm¬ 
ing  voice  as  he  tried  to  reassure 
his  disciples  about  the  future. 

But  then  his  speech  is  inter¬ 
rupted  by  Thomas  who 
exclaims,'  "Lord,  we  don't 
know  where  you  are  going,  so 
how  can  we  know  the  way?" 
Thomas  didn't  understand 
what  Jesus  was  saying.  He  was 


Poor  Thomas.  Whenever 
someone  thinks  of  Thomas  the 
disciple  they  automatically 
think  "doubting  Thomas." 
What  a  legacy  to  be  the  one 
who  doubted!  In  the  New 
Testament  Thomas  is  men¬ 
tioned  several  times  when  all 
the  disciples  are  listed.  Only  in 
the  book  of  John  do  we  see 
some  hints  of  his  character  and 
more  about  who  he  really  was 
besides  just  being  another  one 
of  the  disciples. 

In  that  much-loved  passage 
of  John  14,  one  can  imagine 
Jesus  as  he  tells  the  disciples, 
"Let  not  vour  heart  be  trounled. 


Sarajevans  seek  Christ  despite  war's  horror 


SARAJEVO,  Bosnia-Herzegovina  (BP) — 
The  sun  is  but  a  memory.  Jerry  Worley 
pauses  for  prayer  with  her  translator, 
Vedrana  Peka,  then  drives  the  steep,  wind¬ 
ing  roads  leading  into  the  hills  that  cradle 
Sarajevo  below.  From  here,  the  lights  of  the 
city  wink  like  a  faceted  jewel. 


Worley  and  Peka  are  late.  They  should 
have  arrived  earlier  in  the  day  when  there 
was  light,  but  there  have  been  delays. 

Inside  is  a  narrow  room,  framed  in- 
cement,  brick  and  tile,  and  lit  with  a  40- 
watt  bulb.  The  window  is  covered  with 
plastic.  A  small,  wood  burning  stove 
warms  the  far  end.  The  three  women  hud¬ 
dle  over  a  wooden  table  near  the  stove. 
First  they  pray,  then  the  Bible  study  begins. 

The  Worleys  were  among  the  first 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  to  begin 
work  in  Bosnia  following  the  war. 
Volunteers  who  agreed  to  come  for  six 


vice  in  Spain  and  the  Canary  Islands. 

"When  we  came,  the  truth  is,  1  didn't 
have  a  clue  how  to  begin,"  Bob  Worley 
says.  So  he  and  Jerry  turned  to  the  one  con¬ 
stant  that  has  been  at  the  heart  of  their  min¬ 
istry  through  the  years:  prayer. 

They  had  brief  partnerships  with  three 
translators,  two  of  whom  maae  professions 
of  faith  in  Christ.  Then  God  led  the 
Worleys  to  VedranaPeka,  the  aunt  of  their 
third  translator. 

Worley  and  Peka  formed  a  close  bond. 
For  two  hours  each  day,  Peka  helps  Jerry 
Worley  hone  her  conversational  skills. 


Then  they  memorize  Scripture  together  in 
Bosnian.  Peka  has  become  a  Christian.  She 
is  beginning  to  lead  Bible  studies  with 
-•Worley's  help.  Through  her,  Worley  is  mul¬ 
tiplying  her  ministry. 

This  weaving  of  lives  brought  together 
through  prayer  is  the  framework  of  a  great 
tapestry.  Something  of  the  whole  can  be 
seen  when  they  gather  together  for  worship. 

They  meet  in  Dobrinja,  a  neighborhood 
that  was  part  of  the  front  line  during  the 
war.  Minefields  are  still  being  cleared  from 
the  surrounding  area.  Its  houses  still  bear 
the  scars.  Some  are  shattered  beyond 
repair.  No  one  was  untouchefUHundreds 
died  here.  Some  say  deatlvStill  stalks  the 
streets. 

Inside,  the  music  is  lively.  There  are  more 
praises  than  petitions.  There  is  celebration 
for  the  bright  moments  in  life.  Of  the  20  peo¬ 
ple  gathered,  all  but  two  were  baptized  this 
past  year. 

They  are  Serb,  Croat  and  Muslim,  people 
whose  knives  were  at  each  others'  throats  a 
few  short  months  before. 

When  Bob  Worley  rises  to  speak,  he 
asks:  "What  is  your  first  priority?"  And 
answers:  "Your  relationship  with  God. 

"When  Bosnia  is  won  to  Christ,  it  is 
going  to  be  won  by  you." 


PRAYING  TOGETHER  — 
Prayer  was  a  hallmark  of  the 
ministry  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  Jerry  Worley  (right) 
and  her  husband,  Bob,  had  for 
years  in  Spain  and  the  Canary 
Islands.  Now  it  marks  their 
ministry  in  Bosnia,  where 
Serbs,  Croats,  and  Muslims  are 
finding  God's  peace  through 
the  Worleys'  witness.  Above, 
Worley  prays  with  Gordana 
Stjepanovic  (left)  and  Vedrana 
Peka  prior  to  a  Bible  study.  (BP 
photo  by  Grace  Robinette) 
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NOBTS  trustees  approve  campus  master  plan 
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NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  A 
master  plan  document  detailing 
a  progressive  total  renovation 
o^  New  Orleans  Seminary's  cur¬ 
rent  buildings  and  property 
received  unanimous  support 
from  the  seminary's  board  of 
trustees  during  their  annual 
spring  meeting  March  16-17. 

The  seminary  has  been  oper¬ 
ating  in  just  under  800,000 
gross  square  feet  of  facilities  on 
86  acres  of  land,  supporting  a 
residential  student  population 

of  1,200.  The  new  -  ^ - 

master  plan,  includ-  ^Tew  Qyfleans  Wilson  with  a  stand 
ing  expand-  ^  «  ing  ovatior 

ed  campus  S Baptist  zfbeological  (Seminary  and  a  resolu 
housing  and  a  ^  c  1 

new  recre-  W 

ation  and  conference  A 
facilities,  brings  the  total  [ 

area  to  approximately  I®  | 

1,070,000  gross  square 
feet  for  a  projected  resi-  -JHp 
dential  student  popula¬ 
tion  of  1,500.  In  addition,  cam¬ 
pus  parking  will  increase  from 
1,608  spaces  to  2,180  spaces,  all 
on  property  the  seminary  cur¬ 
rently  owns. 

Some  prominent  features  of 
the  master  plan  include: 

♦  a  network  of  arcades  to  link 
the  Hardin  Student  Center  area 
with  the  chapel  quadrangle  area 
and  its  academic  buildings',  as 
well  as  the  residential  areas.  The 
master  plan  reestablishes  the  his¬ 
toric  quadrangle  area  as  the 
heart  of  the  campus  by  adding  a 
plaza  area  between  the  two, 
along  with  a  system  of  land¬ 
scaped  pedestrian  walkways. 

♦  a  prayer  garden  and  water 
fountain,  to  be  located  behind 
the  Roland  Q.  Lea  veil  Chapel. 

♦  a  wellness  center,  to  con¬ 
tain  a  gymnasium,  tennis 
courts,  a  pool,  separate  spaces 
for  youth  and  student  activi¬ 
ties,  and  the  beginning  point 
for  a  new  campus  jogging  trail. 


The  Baptist  Record - 


Implementation  will  be  over  evangelism;  Kenneth  B.  Taylor 
the  next  15-20  years.  The  next  Jr.,  now  associate  professor  of 


project  that  administrators  are 
set  to  address  is  a  financial  fea¬ 
sibility  study 

In  other  business,  trustees: 

♦  re-elected  William  A. 
Hanberry  of  Hattiesburg,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  board  of  trustees; 
Ronald  B.  Jackson  Sr.  of 
Gaffney,  S.C.,  vice  chairman; 
and  Michael  A.  Claunch  of 
Slidell,  La.,  secretary-treasurer. 

♦  honored  40-year  employee 

Almetta  Quinn 
rlenns  Wilson  with  a  stand- 
~  ing  ovation 


o  tion  of  appred- 

Q  ation.  Trustees 

>  honored  her  on  March  17, 
ttjjj  the  day  New 
f «  Orleans! 

9  Mayor  Marc 
Morial  offi¬ 
cially  had  pro¬ 
claimed  "Almetta 
Wilson  Day"  in  the 
city.  Wilson,  director 
of  janitorial  services, 
will  be  honored 
again  at  the  semi¬ 
nary  on  April  15 
during  a  special 
chapel  service  and 
-at  a  reception. 

♦  approved  pro¬ 
motions  for  Darryl 
K.  Ferrington,  now 
associate  professor 
of  music  education, 
who  also  was 
granted  tenure;  R. 

Allen  Jackson,  now 
associate  professor 
of  youth  education; 

Harold  R.  Mosley, 
now  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Old 
Testament  and 
Hebrew;  Charles  L. 

Register,  now  asso¬ 
ciate  professor  of 


urban  evangelism;  Gerald  L. 
Stevens,  now  professor  of  New 
Testament  and  Greek;  and 
Gerald  D:  Wright,  now  profes¬ 
sor  of  missions. 

♦  approved  naming 
Macklyn  W.  Hubbell,  who 
retired  in  December  of  last  year, 
professor  emeritus  of  psycholo¬ 
gy  and  counseling. 

♦  endorsed  naming  A.  Perry 
Hancock  associate  professor  of 
discipleship,  occupying  the 
Broadmoor  Chair  of 
Discipleship;  Hancock  also  was 
appointed  associate  dean  of  the 
graduate  faculty. 

♦  OK'd  $11.8  million  budget 
for  the  1999-2000  academic  year. 


♦  endorsed  a  full  restructuring 
of  existing  masters  degree  pro¬ 
grams,  with  a  new  core  of  classes, 
including  an  emphasis  on  inter¬ 
personal  skills  and  a  one-year 
mentorship  with  a  professor  and 
a  small  group  of  peers;  and  a  new 
competency-based  curriculum, 
"the  largest  curriculum  change  in 
the  history  of  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  putting  the  local 
church  at  the  heart  of  the  curricu¬ 
lum,"  Charles  S.  Kelley,  president 
of  the  seminary,  said. 

♦  heard  a  report  putting  cur¬ 
rent  non-duplicating  student 
enrollment  at  2,221,  with 
approximately  80%  of  students 
male  and  20%  female,  and  with 
students  from  35  countries  and 
32  U.S.  states. 
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